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Kiowa native Danny Jaso, who survived a head injury, is a beloved part of where he now lives in Lindsborg, Kansas – so 
much so, they put him on a billboard this year.

By Yvonne Miller
Danny Jaso grew up in Kiowa, 

Kansas, working for many businesses 

Simply a feel-good story 
to start the holidays

and farmers as a kid. He graduated with 
the Class of 1968 and was known for 
being a friend to all and a friendly pool 
shark. Those are the memories of his 
sister Delores Moreno, who still resides 
in Kiowa.

Moreno recalled the day Danny 
had a wreck that left him with a head 
injury: Dec. 24, 2008. He was 58 and 
going to see his son on Christmas 
Eve. Despite his diminished mental 
capacity from his injury, Delores said 
her brother maintained his deep faith. 
He often recites favorite prayers and 
stations of his Catholic faith. Even 
when Danny’s head is down, if a hymn 

plays his head is up and he’s singing.
He continues to play pool with 

nurses and anyone else who is around. 
He resides at Sunflower Terrace senior 
living in Lindsborg, Kansas. This year 
the facility featured Danny on their 
large billboard along the highway. 
What is he doing? Playing pool with a 
smile, of course. 

“Danny has never had an enemy, 
is always friendly and visits with 
everyone. They even had him on a 
TV commercial. He is just loved. 
I have people ask me about him 
often,” Moreno said. “My brother is 
a miracle.”

Big Five Community Services is hiring 
for the following positions:

Certified Teacher-Alva Head Start
$500 HIRING INCENTIVE

EXCELLENT BENEFITS!
Apply online @ www.bigfive.org 

Resumes not accepted without completed application.   EOE/AA
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HHUURRRRYY......DDeeaallss  EEnndd  1122//3311

580-227-4455

LLAANNDD  OO''  LLAAKKEESS  ........CCAALLLL  FFOORR  SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPRRIICCIINNGG

2025 GMC
Sierra 2500
PRO, Reg cab, 
4X4, 6.6L, gas

2025 GMC
Sierra 2500

PRO, Dbl cab, 
4X4, 6.6L, gas

Starting at

$59,573

Sterling Metallic & White avail. 
(Butler & Bramco beds)

$54,243 + bed
Choose your bed

2025 GMC
Sierra
3500
PRO, long bed,
gas & diesel, 
dually avail. 

Starting at $54,200 + bed

2025 GMC Sierra 2500
SLT,4X4, gas & diesel 

Several avail.

Starting at $73,630
FIND US ON FACEBOOK REMAINING

2024 STOCK IS
PRICED TO MOVE!

Find us on FACEBOOK
or call 327-0535

for more information

RREEDD  OONNEE

GGLLAADDIIAATTOORR  22

MMOOAANNAA  22

STARTS FRIDAY!

NOW SHOWING!

WWIICCKKEEDD

NNIIGGHHTTLLYY  77PPMM  //SSAATT--SSUUNN  22PPMM  &&  77PPMM

AND

NNIIGGHHTTLLYY  77PPMM  //SSAATT--SSUUNN  22PPMM  &&  77PPMM

THURSDAY LAST NIGHT - NIGHTY 7PM

428 Flynn ~ Alva, OK ~ 580-327-0382 Dee Wiebener, Owner
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Banks and credit card companies 
are just trying to protect us
By Marione Martin

As scammers develop new ways 
to steal money and 
identities, banks and 
credit card companies 
are working on newer, 
more sophisticated 
software to detect 
those scams. I really 
appreciate all the 
time and money they 
put into protecting 
people’s assets. 

I really do! But sometimes those 
safeguards can be very frustrating.

For example, what’s wrong with 
someone attempting to make an online 
payment on a telephone company bill? 
Sure it was larger than normal, past 
due by two or three months, and it was 
1:30 a.m. Maybe it was the fact that the 
cardholder/bank account owner was 80 
years old.

The situation developed last week on 
a Tuesday night. We were working our 
usual late night getting the Newsgram 
ready for distribution. We happened to 
be down three people. One staffer let us 
know a couple of weeks earlier that he’d 
be gone. Another was recovering from 
surgery, and the third came down with 
a respiratory illness. We also had three 
inserts, one more than usual. 

Just before 10 p.m. I checked my 
phone for missed messages. I found that 
nearly four hours earlier, my daughter 
sent me a screenshot of a phone 
company suspension notice that was 
emailed to my granddaughter in Tulsa. 
However, it referred to MY cellphone 
account. What’s really weird is that 
granddaughter Kait is no longer on that 
account. 

Many years ago since we gifted our 
first grandchild with a cellphone, with 
parental permission, we have put our 
grandchildren on our cellphone account. 
As they mature and move out into the 
world, each grandchild has contacted us 

to transfer their number to a new account 
for which they are responsible. Kait 
was the most recent to move her phone 
number. The account is now down to me 
and two granddaughters.

I texted my daughter to assure her I 
always pay my phone bills when they 
arrive in the mail. I said I would look 
into it.

We didn’t finish the Newsgram work 
until close to 1 a.m. That’s when I sat 
down at the computer in my office and 
logged into my phone account. Sure 
enough! It showed I owed over $800! I 
use the old fashioned method of paying 
by check. When I looked at my check 
register for the last couple of months, 
only one payment was listed each month. 
But I get two phone bills. One is for my 
home internet and phone; the other is 
for cellphones. Apparently, they weren’t 
sending my cellphone bill through the 
mail. Somehow it was switched to 
paperless billing and was being emailed 
to my granddaughter who wasn’t even 
on the account. 

My first priority was to pay the bill. 
I didn’t want my phone service cut off, 
and neither did my granddaughters. 

I’ve never paid that bill online so I 
went through the steps setting up a credit 
card and tried to pay the full amount. 
My card didn’t go through. I pay off 
my credit cards each month so I knew 
it wasn’t a credit limit issue. Maybe 
I entered a number wrong. So I tried 
again. Same result.

I pulled out a different credit card, 
carefully entered the numbers and had 
the same result. One more try … and one 
more rejection!

That left a bank account draft. Again, 
I put in the routing number, the account 
number, etc. That, too, was rejected! 
This was getting serious. Finally I cut 
the amount to just over $500, and the 
bank draft went through.

Then I spent some time poking 
around in different menus until I could 

remove Kait’s email from the cellphone 
account. They already had my email 
address. But they wanted a backup so 
I entered my work email address. I 
discovered they intended to make that 
my primary email, and they were going 
to email my bills there. 

This required more exploration of 
menus. Finally, I managed to change 
back to having my bills arrive in the 
mail but it wasn’t an easy process. I 
also found a preferences menu that 
said we agreed to let the company 
share our information with selected 
companies and use our information to 
send promotional information like “You 
qualify for a phone upgrade.” I canceled 
all the permissions!

How did the paperless billing get 
set up? Kait said the process of getting 
her phone number changed to a new 
account took about four hours of 
effort. The woman handling the switch 
had to refresh her screen several times. 
That erased the information so she had 
to start over. Kait ended up with three 
or four partial accounts, each with a 
different account number. We suspect 
she set up the paperless billing to 
Kait’s email on my account when she 
was thought it was Kait’s new account. 

When Kait kept getting my billing, 
she was puzzled but ignored it. I never 
saw the bills. It wasn’t until the cutoff 
notice that she was concerned enough 
to sound the alarm. 

Kait had her own billing 
problems. She lives in an apartment 
complex. For a while, her new 
phone bill was sent to her apartment 
complex with no apartment number. 
So she didn’t get her bills. She only 
received mine.

After I logged off the computer 
that Tuesday night, I checked my 
cellphone messages. Both credit 
card companies texted me with 
similar messages: We declined 
$839.70 with card ending in … at 
(phone company) bill payment. Was 
this you? I let both card companies 
know it was me so they’re happy.

Meanwhile, there’s still one 
more bill I have to pay online 
before, hopefully, they change me 
back to mailed billing.
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 See Alva Page 10

Beeler named Alva 
School District AD

Washington Principal Madison Williams kneels to start the Sphero Indi robotic 
car on its path during the Alva Board of Education meeting Monday. Photo by 
Marione Martin

By Marione Martin
Alva High School Assistant 

Principal Dalton Beeler is taking on the 
responsibilities of athletic director (AD) 
for the district. Superintendent Jeremy 
Brashears said it was decided to combine 
the AD positions for middle school and 
high school. Beeler will have the help 
of four assistant AD’s: Coaches J.B. 
Kimberlin, Jeremy Jones, Ryne Wilson 
and Scott Baugh.

Supt. Brashears made the 
announcement Monday during the Alva 
Board of Education meeting. Beeler 
will receive extra duty pay for this new 
responsibility.

Brashears listed one other personnel 
change. Laney Anderson has resigned as 
a paraprofessional at Washington Early 
Childhood Center, effective Dec. 20. 
She is moving closer to her hometown.

Financial Reports
Displaying details on a screen, 

Brashears listed the school district’s 
investment funds handled by the county 
treasurer. The general fund balance is 
$4,396,000 and the building fund is 
$2,969,000. He said both those fund 
balances are less than last year because 
the treasurer pulled out some money for 
cash flow.

The child nutrition fund has a balance 
of $190,000, the sinking fund is $11,000 
and the gift fund is $260,000.

As of Nov. 30, the district had 
collected $9,031,504 in the general 
fund for the year. During November, 
$742,276 which is $57,657 more than 
November 2023 “but looking at the total 
budget, $57,000 is not a huge amount 
compared to the millions of dollars in 
our budget. A large part of that $57,000 
is $38,472 that we claimed as part of a 
federal program grant. Last year, I think 
that claim hit in October and December,” 
said Brashears. “All that to say our 
collections are staying pretty close to the 
same as where they were last year.”

The building fund revenue is the 
same story, he said. “We collected 
$3,957,303.00 year to date. For month of 



December 4, 2024                             Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 7

NEW - 224 Acres of excellent grassland, 3 ponds with beautiful home 
or hunting lodge, large shed, cement bunk lines. House has 5 
bedrooms, 4 baths, large living area with replace, kitchen, utility and 
mudroom, 3-car garage, 2,160 sq. ft.; Also has a large 7,000 sq. ft. shed 
with lean-to. This property lies next to the Great Salt Plains Wildlife 
Reserve, excellent goose, sandhill crane, and duck hunting. Don't miss 
your chance to own this beautiful property. The house is move-in ready 
with most furnishings staying. House location is 69937 Dewy Road, 
Jet, Okla. SW¼ S½ SE¼, NW¼ 31-26-9, W.I.M., Alfalfa County, Okla. 
PRICE: $1,035,000.00

NEW - 155 Acres - Excellent stock farm - This tract consists of 142 
Acres of cropland (primarily Grant silt loan and Reinach sandy loam 
soils). Has new 5-wire fences, steel corrals, and bunk line. Borders 
State Hwy 64 West of Jet, Okla. NW¼ - 10-25-10, W.I.M., Alfalfa 
County, Okla. PRICE: $350,000.00

NEW - 160 Acres - Excellent Diversied Farm - This tract consists of 
160 Acres, of which 105 Acres is good cropland (primarily Yahola ne 
sandy loam and Grant silt loam soils), and the balance being 55 Acres 
of good grassland, trees, and spring creek, which also runs through the 
property. Improvements include a 30'x40' shed with 15' lean-to. New 
steel corrals and a water well with tank and solar panel. NW¼ - 25-
29-14, W.I.M., Woods County, Okla. PRICE: $375,000.00

NEW - 2 - 80 Acre tracts - A HUNTING PARADISE! Tall grass, trees 
and tree lines, brush, plum thickets - deer everywhere! S½ SW¼ - 12-
19-23, W.I.M. and N½ NW¼ - 13-19-23, W.I.M., Ellis County, Okla. 
Location of property: From Arnett, go 8.5 miles east on Hwy 60 to 
County Road 190, then go 1 mile south to a hunting paradise. PRICE: 
$160,000.00 per 80 Acre tract

NEW - 80 Acres -Great Home-Site Potential - Potential Hunting!
Excellent grassland and scattered trees throughout, which makes for 
excellent hunting. Good ve-wire fences, a nice set of corrals, and a 
solar well for water. From Waynoka, OK, go 2 miles north on Highway 
14 to Comanche Road, then ½ mile east. E½ NW¼ 25-25-16, W.I.M., 
Woods County, Okla. PRICE: $208,000.00

NEW - 160 Acres - Excellent Cropland - This tract consists of 160 
Acres of excellent cropland (primarily Pond Creek silt loam, Devol 
sandy loam, and Grant silt loam soils). This tract has a new 5-wire 
fence and a Ritchie automatic waterer. SE¼ 31-28-12, W.I.M., Alfalfa 
County, Okla. PRICE: $475,000.00

NEW - 560 Acres - "A Hunting Paradise”  Tall grass, brush, trees, 
plum thickets, ½ mile from Salt Fork River. It also has a good water 
well, corrals, electricity, an older barn, and 5-wire fences. Several big 
bucks have been taken off this property. This tract also has 85 Acres of 
good cropland. W½, NE¼, N½, SE¼ - 32-29-14, W.I.M., Woods 
County, Okla. PRICE: $1,200,000.00

NEW: 355 Acres - Excellent Hunting & Grazing with Live Water. 
This tract consists of 355 Acres, which 127 Acres is improved grass 
and the balance being 228 Acres of good native grassland and 
canyons. This tract has good 5-wire fences and is watered by a solar 
well and a live-water creek. This farm has excellent hunting with the 
live water, trees, and canyons. SE¼,  S½ NE¼ - 22-27-16, and the 
W½ SW¼,  SW¼ NW¼ - 23-27-16, W.I.M., Woods County, Okla.  
PRICE: $650,000.00

NEW: 870 Acres - Excellent Hunting, Grazing, Live Water. This tract 
consists of 870 Acres, which 204 Acres is improved grass, with the 
balance being 666 Acres of good native grassland. This tract has new 
5-wire fences and is watered by ponds, windmills, and two live-water 
creeks, one of which is Red Horse Creek. The hunting potential is 
unbelievable with the beautiful canyons and the live water running 
down through them. Located in Sections 2, 10 & 11 - 27-17W.I.M. 
Woods County Okla. PRICE: $1,400,000.00

NEW - 80 Acres - Excellent Cropland - This tract consists of 80 Acres 
of excellent cropland (all Grant silt loam soils), has rural water, and 
lays 4 miles west of Alva on Hwy 64.  E½ NE¼ - 25-27-15, W.I.M., 
Woods County, Okla. PRICE: $240,000.00

NEW - 280 Acres - Excellent Stock Farm This tract consists of 280 
Acres, of which 186 Acres is good cropland (primarily Bethany silt 
loam, Yahola ne sandy loam, and Grant silt loam soils), and the 
balance being 94 Acres of grass and waterway, with 33 Acres of that 
being Bermuda grass. This farm would make an excellent stocker or 
cow-calf operation. NW¼ & W½ W½ NE¼ - 22-28-13, W.I.M., and 
E½ NE¼ - 21-28-13, W.I.M., Woods County, Okla. PRICE: 
$675,000.00

NEW - 400 Acres - "A Hunting Paradise” - Tall grass, trees, 
cropland, good fences - ¼ mile from Salt Fork River. This tract 
consists of 400 Acres of which 151 Acres is good cropland and the 
balance being 249 Acres of excellent grass. "This is trophy deer 
country." Don't miss your chance to have a hunting place to call your 
own. SE¼ - 24-28-15 & SW¼ & W½ SE¼ - 19-28-14, W.I.M. Woods 
County, Okla.  PRICE: $775,000.00

NEW—154 Acres - NW¼ -29-27-13, Woods County, Okla. This tract 
consists of 121 Acres of good cropland, the balance being 22 Acres of 
trees, grass, and waterways. There is excellent building potential. Just 
one mile east of Alva. PRICE: $550,000.00

NEW  - 315 Acres of which 208 Acres is excellent cropland, and the 
balance being 107 Acres of excellent grassland.  Improvements 
include a 1,200 sq. ft. home, , 32' x 60' shop w/ 16" lean-to, steel 
corrals,  N½ - 29-29-12, W.I.M., Alfalfa County, OKLA.  PRICE:  
$1,050,000.00

NEW - 160 Acres - Blue Ribbon Farm - Excellent cropland (Pond 
Creek Silt Loam Soils), rural water. NE¼ - 15-28-11, W.I.M., Alfalfa 
County, Okla. PRICE: $550,000.00

SOLD

DDeeaann  GGoollllDDeeaann  GGoollll
RREEAALL  EESSTTAATTEE  &&  AAUUCCTTIIOONN,,  LLLLCC

Call Us
For

Your
Auction
Needs!

DDGGDDGG REAL ESTATE & AUCTION, LLC

SOLD

SOLD

Dean 327-7246 •  Todd 580-747-7825 • Steve 580-445-5145
806 Okla. Blvd. • Alva, OK 73717 • 580-327-8217

• www.deangollauction.com • 

Licensed in  Okla. and KS

DDGGDDGG

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

208 Duncan Drive –Cherokee, OK
3BR, Bath, Kitchen, LR, Garage, Deck, Storage Shed

All new: HVAC, Oven/Stove, Carpet/Paint –���� sq �
Great Neighborhood –Perfect Starter Home or

Rental-Ready Investment Property (quick payback). 
Priced: $67,500   Movated Sellers!

RESIDENTIAL

Enjoy 2,700 sq ft. of  Living Area. Master BR 
(ground level) and 3 BR’ (upstairs); Large 
Bath, Beautiful open Kitchen (Incl. appl.), DR, 
LR, FR (w/ wood-burning stove), Util. Rm, 
Storm cellar, Rural Water, Gas & Electric. 2- 
water wells (1 w/ solar pump). Abundant 
storage. Nice Detached 2-Vehicle Garage and 
Shop. Features a pond area for recreation w/ 
trees, shing, wildlife, deer, quail, & turkey. 
Location: From Burlington, Okla. Go 1 mile 
west to County Road 560, then 1.5 miles 
South  to the property. Address: 32312 
County Road 560, Burlington, OK. 73722. - 

CCOOUUNNTTRRYY  HHOOMMEE
OONN  2200  AACCRREESS

––BBUURRLLIINNGGTTOONN  SSCCHHOOOOLL  DDIISSTTRRIICCTT

ALVA DEVELOPMENT
POTENTIAL

50 Acres M/L
NW side of the City

- Owner Motivated– Assumable
Loan for qualied Buyer!

RREEDDUUCCEEDD  PPRRIICCEE::  $$333355,,000000..0000

Space for multiple home
sites, Recreational pond site, 
abundant wildlife, productive 
farm or pasture acres. Call to
see the property or just drive
by and dream what could be.

NE¼, 22-27N-14W.
PRICE: $260,000

UNDER
CONTRACT

Family Home with Extra Living
Space. 3BR, 2 Bath, Kitchen, DR,

FR, LR, UR, Patio, 2-Fireplace,
Lg. Basement, Lg. Garage, Fenced

Yard, Storage shed, Appliances incl.
New: Windows (Anderson),

Flooring, Sewer, Leaf Filter Gutter
Covers. 1,813 sf ground level,

940 sf basement, 480 sf garage.
Priced to sell: $199,000.

NEW LISTING:
1320 KAY AVE CHEROKEE, OK

SOLD

UUNNDDEERR  CCOONNTTRRAACCTT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
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 See Cherokee Page 20

By Kathleen Lourde
Cherokee Board of Education held 

its regular monthly meeting Monday, 
Dec. 2, with three members – Curtis 
Goodwin, Shane Parker and Heather 
Collins – present and two absent.

Busy Times at Cherokee Schools
November was a busy month, de-

spite Thanksgiving, Junior High and 
High School Principal Lane Pruett told 
the board. For the school’s Veterans Day 
assembly, Cherokee hosted Command 
Sergeant Major John Hernandez, the se-
nior enlisted leader to 
the two-star adjutant 
general for Oklaho-
ma, and Major Karis-
sa Goeken of the U.S. 
Air Force. 

“Goeken inspired 
us with her presen-
tation on the innova-
tive use of unmanned 
flights in military sit-
uations,” said Pruett. 
“These events offered 
our students a mean-
ingful chance to learn 
about the dedication 
and sacrifices of our 
veterans and the vital service they pro-
vide.”

The sixth graders explored vari-
ous career pathways at the Sixth-Grade 
Career Fair held at the Alva Northwest 
Technology Center campus.

On Nov. 13, NWOSU nursing stu-
dents came to the elementary school to 

Cherokee school activities, possible 
legislative and funding changes to come

discuss hygiene and provide health safe-
ty tips.

Twenty-eight juniors and seniors are 
enrolled in concurrent classes at NWO-
SU-Alva for the spring semester, with 
the school “providing them with free 
tuition and paving the way for a bright-
er future for those aspiring to attend 
college,” said Pruett. “All of these stu-
dents must meet the college admission 
requirements, highlighting the caliber of 
students attending CPS,” he said.

The first high school basketball game 
was yesterday 
(Tuesday, Dec. 3) 
at home. The Junior 
High Chiefs won 
the Cherokee Junior 
High Invitational 
Tournament. The 
Junior High Lady 
Chiefs won third. 
Both Elementary 
Chiefs and Lady 
Chiefs won second 
place in the Rick 
Brown Elementary 
Tournament.

Coming Up
The Annual 

Christmas Parade is next Wednesday, 
Dec. 11, at 7.

Semester tests will be given the after-
noon of Dec. 19 and morning of Dec. 20, 
with early release that day.

Christmas break is Dec. 21-Jan 6. 
Teachers report back Monday, Jan. 6, for 
in-service. Students report back Tues-

day, Jan. 7.
U.S. Dept. of Education and Federal 

School Funding
Schanbacher addressed concerns 

about what will happen to the U.S. De-
partment of Education in the incoming 
administration. The department primari-
ly handles the federal funding of schools 
nationwide. Media reports from sourc-
es including the Associated Press have 
stated that Donald Trump has called for 
dismantling the department because, he 
said, it’s been infiltrated by “radicals, 
zealots and Marxists.” However, such 
a move would require action from Con-
gress, according to the Associated Press.

“There’s a lot of speculation out there 
on what’s going to happen to the Depart-
ment of Education,” said Schanbacher. 
“There are rumors that with the new ad-
ministration coming in they’re going to 
dismantle the Department of Education. 
Some people think all the federal fund-
ing will go away, but it’s all speculation 
right now. There is no plan that has been 
communicated to any of us,” he said.

“I think there will be changes to 
come. How big those changes are and 
how quickly they’ll happen, there’s re-
ally no way to know. We’ll have to keep 
up with it and see how it affects us,” 
Schanbacher said. 

“As I’ve said before, federal funding 
is a big part of our budget and we rely on 
it quite a bit. That money may not come 
to us the way it always has; it may go to 
the states and it may be up to the state 
department of education to determine 
how schools get that money. If that’s the 
case, there will have to be processes and 
procedures and all kinds of things to put 
in place to make sure that’s equitable,” 
said Schanbacher.

“But right now I don’t want anybody 
to panic and think things are going to 
happen overnight. I don’t think they’re 
going to just completely pull the rug out 
from underneath all of us without any 
warning. We’ll keep an eye on it, and I’ll 
update you along the way when I get in-
formation.”

Cell Phone Legislation Likely 
Coming

On Nov. 22, Schanbacher attended a 
statewide virtual town hall meeting with 
Gov. Stitt. The state secretary of educa-

“Right now, I don’t want 
anybody to panic and 
think things are going 
to happen overnight. I 
don’t think they’re go-
ing to just completely 
pull the rug out from 
underneath all of us 
without any warning.” – 
Bryce Schanbacher
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November, we collected $34,343. That 
was $1,686 more than November 2023. 
Again, for the most part, collections are 
pretty flat.”

Brashears said everybody pays their 
ad valorem taxes in January, and that’s 
when schools start collecting the big 
money they need for the next 12 months.

Comparing this year to last year, he 
said “Right now for November, we’ve 
encumbered $11,496 less in the General 
Fund that we had at this time last year. 
We paid $184,338.00 less than we did 
at this time last year. That looks really 
cool for the general fund. The thing to 
remember is that this time last year we 
were also paying for an HVAC system 
in the gym. Sometimes it’s apples and 
oranges a little bit, but we’re staying 
pretty flat. We’re staying at about 40-45 
percent of expenditures and we’re about 
halfway through the year so that’s where 
it should be,” he said.

“The building fund is a different 
story,” said Brashears. “We’ve 
encumbered $294,000 more than this 
time last year, and we’ve paid out 
$395,000 more in the building fund. 
This is almost 100 percent due to the 
purchase of the buses versus leasing 
them. Remember, that was $486,000, 
it was right at a half million dollars. 
We knew that was coming. We’ve also 
moved a few expenses from the general 
fund to the building fund as far as 
janitorial supplies and things like that to 
take some pressure off the general fund.”

Supt. Brashears highlighted some 
general fund purchase orders: $1,500 
was spent for a laser engraver for the 
high school STEM program. “We used 
a federal program grant for student 
services to pay for that,” he said. “It’s 
pretty slick. It’s a career path.” Another 
$2,900 was spent for STEM materials 
out of that grant.

The school has encumbered $1,380 
for drug dogs to come through the 
schools.

A sandblasting cabinet was 
purchased for $1,500 for use in the FFA 
tractor restoration projects.

The following are paid for through 
the School Resource Officer grant:

• NexTech Consulting $36,137 for 
district intercom Network and Security 
upgrades. “We have a lot of hardware 
that’s outdated,” said Brashears. 

• TeleComp Holdings, Inc., $6,000 
for telephones.  See Alva Page 14
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• TeleComp Holdings, Inc., $1,000 

for communication software that will 
put back the PA system and bell system 
at the high school. Later, the PA upgrade 
will go district wide.

• Wyatt Technical Services 
$48,007.91 for high school network 
upgrades.

• NexTech Consulting AHS security 
camera upgrades $31,078. “Once we get 
that project done, we’ll expand to the 
other sites as well,” said Brashears.

The School Resource Officer grant 
for $183,829 was received in July. After 
these expenditures, the school has about 
$60,000 left. They expect to receive 
another $92,000 next year.

Child Nutrition
Brashears compiled a list of meals 

served at the school. Over this school 
year 33 adults have been served 
breakfast with nine fewer in November 
than in October. A total of 17,308 student 
breakfasts were served for the year with 
577 fewer in November than October.

Adults, mostly school staff, were 
served 561 lunches for the year with 
six less in November than in October. 
Student lunches total 48,008 for the 
year with 2,251 less in November than 
October. 

He said it looked like the meal count 
dropped, but meals were served 20 days 
in October and only 16 in November. 
Comparing averages per day, it is pretty 
flat. “The same kids are eating,” he said.

Year to date, the school has taken 
in $190,530.32 in child nutrition. 
Deducting expenditures, the school has 
$236,966 in the positive. That carryover 
is used to upgrade equipment, repair 
equipment, etc.

He said the school is working on 
a plan to collect on past-due meal 
accounts.

“The RFP (request for proposals) for 
Keystone for food service is this spring. 
It’s a five-year renewal,” said Brashears. 
“These lunch numbers and prices will be 
in discussion. Five years versus today the 
cost of food and the cost of everything 
… I feel comfortable in saying that our 
cost with Keystone will increase.”

Principal Reports
The superintendent asked each of the 

site principals to present a report about 
their schools.

Washington Principal Madison 
Williams said they have 232 students 
enrolled with 60 in pre-K, 86 in 

kindergarten and 86 in first grade.
Williams gave a demonstration using 

some of the items purchased through 
an OETT technology grant of $40,000. 
The grant included training for the year 
for teachers each month. A teacher from 
each grade and the librarian formed the 
learning team to receive training.

“Right now, students are using iPads 
and something called Osmos, which 
is like an interactive iPad tool,” said 
Williams. “I’m showing you an early 
coding robot they have. I think Lincoln 
also has these. It’s called the Sphero 
Indi, a cute little car.”

Williams placed colored squares of 
paper on the floor. Then she knelt and 
placed the tiny robotic car on the first 
one. It followed the color instructions 
to turn right, turn left and conclude with 
“celebrate,” which was a fast, whirling 
dance as school board members watched 
in delight.

Williams listed events for the next 
three weeks of school. The pre-K will 
be building gingerbread houses with 
parents on Friday morning at 9 a.m. The 
kindergarten will have Polar Express 
Day coming up and there will be Grinch 
Day for first grade. Christmas parties 
are at 1 p.m. on Dec. 19 along with 
silly sweater day. An awards assembly, 
recognizing character traits of “thankful” 
and “helpful” students will be at 8:30 
a.m. Dec. 13.

Longfellow Principal Alysson 
Tucker said her school has 156 students 
with 90 in second grade and 67 in third.

“In the month of November we do 
an annual AR election,” Tucker said. 
“Back in 2020 we thought it would be 
cool to do some kind of election, let our 
kids learn that process. We don’t want 
to be political, nor do they care. So, we 
decided we would do it with something 
they cared about and they would get to 
pick what they were working for in their 
AR party. We do one each nine weeks if 
they have reached their goal.”

She described their campaigning 
and voting. The winner this year was 
hot chocolate and pajamas. She said the 
AR party in January will include a hot 
chocolate bar and the students will wear 
pajamas.

Second grade had a fall concert Nov. 
21. Third grade will perform a Christmas 
concert Dec. 10 at Alva High School at 
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AAtt    GGrraacceeffuull    AArrttss    GGaalllleerryy    aanndd    SSttuuddiiooss::  At  Graceful  Arts  Gallery  and  Studios: 

CCLLAASSSSEESS  FFOORR  DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  AATT  TTHHEE  GGAALLLLEERRYYCCLLAASSSSEESS  FFOORR  DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  AATT  TTHHEE  GGAALLLLEERRYY
Tuesdays A�er School 3:30 to 5:30 Beginners Class

For children ages 5 to 8. Supplies are provided!
Wednesdays A�er School 3:30 to 5:30 Advanced Class

For kids ages 12 to 16 with arsc experience - Some supplies are needed.
Thursdays A�er School 3:30 to 5:30 Intermediate Class

For kids ages 8 to 12. Duck Stamp Prep Class.
Friday A�er School on December 13

Make & Take with Kae Keller ages 5 to 12! Supplies are provided.

Bring your kids to the gallery and
let them create Christmas artwork

while you shop the square!
 Open 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

At the Runnymede:
Crafts for Sale, Hot Chocolate
and Chicken Noodle Soup will

be available at the Runnymede.

Old Man's Gallery
will be open late for First Friday
and many downtown businesses

are staying open for your
Christmas Shopping convenience!

SSPPEECCIIAALL  MMAAKKEE  &&  TTAAKKEE
CCLLAASSSS  FFOORR  DDOOWWNNTTOOWWNN

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  EEVVEENNTTSS
DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  77TTHH!!!!!! >>

with the Downtown Merchants and Alva's Arts Venues!

Featuring the works of Carla Miller, Paula Miller, Wes Newton, Calvin Graybill,
David Padge, Doug Compton, Nancy Russell, Buffy Skee and Isaac Shue. 

We have so many Oklahoma and Southern Kansas Arsts whose works are ready for
Christmas Gi� Giving! We carry books by Sheldon Russell, Jim Barker, Brand Rackley,

Gerry Robinson, and many other local writers. For those on your Christmas list, you will find
one of kind pieces of jewelry and artwork sure to surprise family and friends alike!

We will be serving hot cider, cookies, and all kinds of goodies at the gallery! 

AAnnnnuuaall  CChhrriissttmmaass  SShhooww  aanndd  SSaallee

TThhee  NNWWOOSSUU  CChhoorraallee  wwiillll  bbee  ssiinnggiinngg  CChhrriissttmmaass  CCaarroollss  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ssqquuaarree  aallll  eevveenniinngg..
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1:30 p.m.
Students participated in a fundraiser 

during AHS Gold Week. Although 
Longfellow raised $73.50, it wasn’t 
enough to dunk Tucker. She extended the 
contest for students to collect dry goods 
and canned goods for Alva Express. If 
they reach 100 items, Tucker will be 
dunked.

Lincoln Principal Jenny Webster 
reported 154 students enrolled with 80 
fourth graders and 74 in fifth grade.

“We had our veterans lunch on Nov. 
8. It was a great turnout,” said Webster. 
“Our fourth-grade program was 
supposed to be one of the days we had 
lots and lots of rain. We’ve rescheduled 
that for Dec. 6.

“With Mrs. Ridgway, we have 
academic teams practicing now. Our fifth 
graders are going Dec. 4 to Pleasant Vale 
in Enid for their competition. Fourth 
grade will go Jan. 12 to Drummond. 

“Tomorrow (Dec. 3) we have 
Northwest Tech and Northwestern 
students coming for our second annual 
career day. Our students get to choose 
which of the two sessions they want to 
attend. We have high school and college 
students coming to tell why they chose 
that (career), what they are doing.” 

Literacy night is coming up. 
“Students make their ornaments and do 
their fundraiser for Northwest Family 
Services. They do different art projects. 
Mrs. Benningfield gets some of her 
students to do some really fun readings 
and acting. Our book fair is going on.”

Polar Express Day is the third week 
in December. “We have hot cocoa and 
a cookie. Each class comes through 
at different times. We have a little 
makeshift train in the hallway. The kids 
sit there and have their hot cocoa and 
cookies, and she reads a story to them,” 
said Webster.

“Our Lincoln Leaders started their 
service project today (Dec. 2). For 
December they always do Toys for Tots 
collecting new unwrapped toys as well 
as monetary donations.”

Middle School Principal Stephanie 
Marteney reported an enrollment of 230 
including 70 in sixth grade, 77 in seventh 
and 83 in eighth.

FCCLA took 15 kids to the FCCLA 
conference in Cherokee. Josie Melton 
placed third place in children’s literature. 

“We offered a Veterans Day program. 

From Page 10 Alva
Mrs. Christianson’s class every year 
does the huge boards where each student 
has to interview a veteran. It’s a huge 
project that they do, and they absolutely 
love it,” said Marteney. “We recognized 
over 20 veterans and we had more than 
50 guests there.”

Sixth grade went to the career fair 
where they tried out more than ten 
different stations. 

AMS had three qualifiers for All 
State Vocal: Lila Schmidt, Joplin Bradt 
and Nevaeh Steffen. 

Red Carpet Honor Band qualifiers 
from AMS are Lila Schmidt, 
percussionist and Trenton Parker for 
saxophone.

“Mrs. Kirkpatrick’s class created 
ofrendas to honor deceased loved 
ones which is like a Day of the Dead 
celebration. It’s really moving,” said 
Marteney. “They make a whole box 
about a family member who has passed, 
a friend, sometimes its pets. If they want 
to, they get up and they present about it.”

Dec. 4 is Tuba Christmas at Enid, 
6:30 p.m. at the high school. A few 
middle school students are participating 
in that. Dec. 7 is the AMS vocal concert 
at 10:20 a.m. at the courthouse. Dec. 14 
is the middle school and high school 
band Christmas concert at the high 
school auditorium at 7 p.m.

Dec. 16, 3-6 p.m. is literacy night. 
The seventh grade will have their 
reading fair where they’ll have their big 
display boards. The sixth grade will also 
incorporate their food truck complete 
with foods that correlate to the books 
that they read.

AMS is holding a holiday door/
hallway decorating contest with a cause. 
The theme is Christmas Magic meets 
Community Giving. Decorations will 
have the theme of helping students with 
a food drive. “That is in correlation with 
the Alva Express. If you remember in the 
past, Alva Express has taken monetary 
donations and purchased clothing for 
students. We’ve kind of changed that 
this year. We are providing essential 
food items for the break to help them 
celebrate the holidays. Last year we had 
generous donors and we were able to 
assist over 50 families. We have district 
staff that’s going to make desserts for 
them,” Marteney said.

High School Principal Vicky 
Nighswonger said there are 279 students 

currently at the high school but she 
didn’t have a class breakdown.

Pam Gale was selected as Support 
Staff of the Year. Cara Bradt in the 
library was recognized in the Oklahoma 
School Libraries newsletter this month. 

Four students – Julie Church, Alizea 
Antrobus, Itzel Crus and Nelson Zheng – 
went to FCCLA district star competition. 
Zheng placed first and will be moving 
on to the regional star event in January.

Three of the high school choir 
students also qualified for All State 
Choir. Toby Anton, Dash Dickey and 
Avery Goss all qualified for the high 
school choir. Merritt Mantz was selected 
for the junior high treble choir.

“We have a choir concert tomorrow 
night (Dec. 3) that I’m super excited 
about. They will be performing Benjamin 
Britton’s Ceremony of the Carols (at the 
Methodist Church),” Marteney said.

Rotary Students of the Month for 
November were Teagen Cook and Tony 
Anton. 

Eleven football players were named 
to the All District Team. Lantz Mathers, 
Hagen Wiersig, Hunter Pfleider, Kash 
Shipley and Chuck Shafer were all 
named to first team. Cambell Gaisford, 
Jantz Heaton, Wyatt Tucker were all 
named to the second team. Lennox 
Buchanan, Oscar Simental and Will 
McClure were all honorable mention. 

“We start basketball this week with 
ninth-grade basketball on Thursday. We 
originally had a game scheduled this 
Friday. That game has been moved to 
the 16th. We do face Chisholm here on 
Tuesday. That will be our home opener 
for JV and varsity,” she said. “Next week 
is also the Alva NWOSU Shootout. That 
will be a fun three days.”

Supt. Brashears reported the fire 
alarm panel at Washington has been 
replaced. Mrs. Williams had been 
getting a trouble signal every day at 4:45 
a.m. All the new buses are here and have 
been deployed. For the year to date, 
182 activity trips have been made with 
50 in November. 35 are projected for 
December.

Other Business
Board members approved a contract 

with Alva Golf and Country Club for use 
of the golf course by high school golfers.

Two out-of-state travel requests for 

 See Alva Page 16
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Alva FFA were approved. On Dec. 13 
they will attend the Kansas Beef Expo 
in Lyons, Kansas. On Jan. 17-18, 2025, 
they will go to the Western Equipment 
Ag Tech Invitational.

A video of the meeting may be 
viewed at www.AlvaReviewCourier.com 
by clicking on Videos.

From Page 14

 Alva

By Yvonne Miller
Santa Claus is coming to town. As 

the jolly old soul drops by many small 
towns, his sleigh will land in Kiowa for 
pictures and to hear the wish lists of the 
little girls and boys. You’ll find Santa at 
Kiowa’s Community Building from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. Kids won’t want to miss 
the cookie decorating.

This Sunday, Dec. 8, the South Barber 
Area Chamber of Commerce invites you 
to Christmas in the Heartland from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Stores on Main Street will 
be open as well as a vendor show at the 
community building.

People who pride themselves on 
their chili-making ability should enter 
the Chili Cookoff. Contact Summer 
Graves 620-825-6179 or Shelby Nielsen 
620-213-1786 for details. Chili should 
be at the community building by noon. 
Bowls are available for $5. Proceeds go 
towards the purchase of new Christmas 
lights around town.

The afternoon culminates with a 
lighted Christmas Parade at 6 p.m.

Santa stops by 
Kiowa Sunday for 
photos with kids, 
chili, shopping
Lighted Christmas 
Parade 6p.m.

By Stacy Sanborn
Mike Roach was back from 

vacation to join fellow Alfalfa County 
commissioners Garret Johnson and 
Nate Ross for their Monday morning 
meeting. The trio took care of the usual 
business: previous meeting minutes 
(Roach abstained), maintenance and 
operation warrants for payment, and 
blanket purchase orders. 

Being the month’s beginning, it was 
time for monthly paperwork, including 
officer reports, the Court Clerk Records 
Management and Preservation report, 
appropriations and allocation of taxes 
from motor vehicle and alcoholic 
beverage sales. All of those items 
received their required signatures.

Next, Johnson, Roach and Ross 
signed the 2024 Safety Incentive warrants 
to pay $100 to county employees 
who attended all four quarterly safety 
meetings. Next, they signed payroll 
warrants for two employees who had not 
turned in their timesheets, plus one for 
correcting a transposed number for an 
employee who had just left. 

Last week, Johnson and Ross 
talked a little about E-911 Director 
Sarah Wagner assuming extra duties 
since a department employee left 
for employment elsewhere. The two 
commissioners asked Sheriff Gary Mast 
to get those duties in writing, and this 
week, with Roach present, the three men 
reviewed them and signed off. 

After that, they signed a request to 
change a sheriff’s office receiving officer 
from Jo Thompson to jailer Kristie 
Newton, followed by signing a 324A 
claim form and 50 percent invoice from 
Poe & Associates indicating drive-out 
complete, waiver valuations, and all 
offers made for JP No. 35426(04) on 
an unnamed creek project. Johnson and 

Alfalfa County commissioners 
sign safety incentive warrants

Ross weren’t sure what that was for 
at last week’s meeting and waited for 
Roach’s return to address the matter. 
Roach claimed it, stating it was the 
Stonehocker Bridge, and signed off, 
along with the title sheet for the job (no. 
35426(04)). 

Lastly, the commissioners approved 
a $20,000 transfer for District 2 from 
Capital account 1102-6-4200-4110 to 
the M&O account 1102-6-4200-2005 
to put funding back from a previous 
transfer.

Motor Vehicle Tax
Aline $113.46; Amorita $26.19; 

Burlington $83.92; Byron $24.17; 
Carmen $238.34; Cherokee $970.83; 
Goltry $169.19; Helena $1,029.90; 
Jet $130.92; Lambert $4.03. Total: 
$2,790.95.

Alcoholic Beverage Tax
Aline $533.53; Amorita $120.68; 

Burlington $393.79; Byron $117.51; 
Carmen $1,143.28; Cherokee $4,687.43; 
Goltry $797.12; Helena $4,881.16; 
Jet $625.63; Lambert $15.88. Total: 
$13,316.01.

Appropriations
911 Phone Fees (1201) $13,765.03
America Rescue Plan Act (1566) 

$536.64
Assessor Revolving Fee (1204) 

$153.02
CBRI (1103) $29,450.21
County Clerk Lien Fee (1208) 

$230.57
County Clerk RM&P (1209) 

$1,100.10
County Donations (1235) $5,383
Court Clerk RM&P (7210) $119.75
Emergency Medical Service (1304) 

$73,886.68
Enhanced 911-ST (1332) $18,407.24
Fair Improvement - ST (1310) 

$281,973.61
General Govt - ST (1311) $23,599.02
Highway (1102) $392,389.80
Highway ST (1313) $27,138.87
Rural Fire (1321) $25,433.57
Sheriff - ST (1319) $13,191.85
Sheriff Service Fee (1226) $2,355.65
Treasurer Mortgage Cert (1230) $75

Newsprint End Rolls
Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw, Alva
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Please Join Us
thDecember 8  

2 pm - 4 p.m.
for a come and go reception

to remember your loved ones.

230 Flynn St., 
Alva, OK 73717

Alva First Presbyterian Church
628 Church St.

A festive evening of music
featuring 22 hands on

four grand pianos and organ
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December 4, 2024 Page 18Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Yvonne Miller
Mayor Bill Watson called the 

November meeting of Kiowa’s City 
Council to order following a prayer and 
flag salute. All members were present, 
including President Brian Hill, Janet 
Robison, B.J. Duvall, Jason Thayer 
and Tom Wells. City Administrator Ty 
Piper and City Clerk Cady Tucker also 
sat at the council table.

Robison announced that the city of 
Kiowa turns 150 in 2025. She’s ordered 
banners, etc., for this milestone year.

The city has upgraded the city 
generator to be RICE Compliant. The 
quote to do so was “up to $40,000.” 
As the quote went over by $11.12, 

Kiowa City Council 
holds brief meeting
Kiowa turns 150 in 2025

Piper requested the council’s approval, 
which they gave.

Regarding the city’s IT status since 
SPI’s closure, Piper said they should 
be able to turn off the old server and 
start the new. “We’re still covered,” 
Piper said. Additionally, he’s spent 
$200 with Jayhawk Accounting to get 
a company called Advantage to come 
and assess the city’s needs prior to 
making a bid.

City Superintendent John Duvall 
was approved for 15 transformers, 
not to exceed $30,000, for his 
department. With all hardware 
included, the cost is $75,000. A team 
of six or eight can come in and help 

to limit the down time.
Despite the rains, the city had not 

designated a burn time, when asked.
Piper said a third-party agreement 

(something in writing) is needed for 
insurance for the theater.

A request for a yoga class to be 
held in the community building was 
submitted. The council agreed that is 
fine, but that it needs to go through 
the rec commission.

Randy Robbins got permission to 
spray city property for stickers.

Piper told the council “We have 
a verbal agreement with the hospital 
on the land easement. It should be 
finalized soon.”
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tion was on the call, along with repre-
sentatives from OSSBA and COSA, and 
school administrators from all over the 
state. The topic was cell phones in class-
rooms. 

Stitt came out with an initiative on 
this issue, said Schanbacher. “His team 
has visited several schools, most of them 
quite a bit bigger than this district, but 
they did have some smaller schools rep-
resented in a panel,” he said. 

“Our policies right now pretty much 
align with most of the policies in schools 
our size, but it was interesting to listen 
to some of the others. Right now, most 
schools, like us, say students in the ju-
nior high and high school are not allowed 
to use cell phones in class, but they can 
use them in between classes and in the 
cafeteria. Some schools on the panel did 
not allow cell phone use at all. Phones 
have to be in students’ lockers or in their 
backpack all day long. 

“And some of those schools have 
some pretty stiff consequences for hav-
ing (a phone) out. It’s not just taking 
their phone away. It’s, first time, three 
days in-school suspension; second 
time, you’re kicked out of school for a 
week. Kind of extreme,” he said. “Most 
schools were like us – if you have it out, 
the phone is taken away and kept in the 
school office until after school, when 
they can pick it up.”

He liked that some schools had dif-
ferent policies for different age groups, 
with more freedom being given to older 
students. What Schanbacher likes that 
it will help teach students how to be 
responsible with their cell phone usage 
when they leave school and enter the 
workforce. 

Students “already have these phones 
and, as they get older, they’re going to 
have these phones in the workforce. So, 
if we’re not teaching them how to regu-

From Page 8 Cherokee
late that, it could be seen as a disservice 
to (the students),” he said.

“I think more information on this 
topic will be coming out, and I do think 
we will see some legislation passed re-
quiring schools to have a cell phone pol-
icy, which we do have. They don’t seem 
to want a one-size-fits-all policy; in the 
town hall people were very clear that 
this should be a local decision with local 
control.”

Schanbacher said he doesn’t see 
many students “just sitting on their 
phones,” and attributes that to staff do-
ing a good job of keeping them engaged 
in learning and activities. 

Revenue Dips, as Expected
The board approved the consent 

agenda, consisting of minutes from the 
Nov. 4 and Nov. 7 meetings; encum-
brances, POs and warrants for the gen-
eral, building and child nutrition funds; 
and the activity fund and treasurer’s re-
ports. 

Larger, one-time encumbrances from 
this past month included $2,638.10 for 
the school’s library software renewal. 
The software catalogs and keeps track 
of the books. Similarly, the school’s Se-
curely device management system was 
renewed for three years at an annual cost 
of $4,139. This system filters everything 
that students can access online using one 
of the Chromebooks. 

Encumbrances included several oth-
er small expenses that aren’t regular 
monthly expenditures, such as the $250 
classroom allowance provided to teach-
ers. The general fund had no unusual 
entries. From the building fund came an 
expenditure of $4,085 for Metcalf Lawn 
Services. 

“We’re having them do some soil 
samples and look at the softball field, 
mainly because it’s got a lot of dead 
spots out there, mainly, we think, be-
cause of grub worms, but we want to 
make sure we’re not missing something 
else out there,” said Superintendent 
Bryce Schanbacher. “We invested a lot 
of money in that grass.” Metcalf will 
also conduct regular spraying and fertil-
izing. 

The activity fund and treasurer’s 
reports – “not really much to report in 
either of those,” said Schanbacher. With 
basketball starting up, “the activity fund 
will get a little more active as we get 
into hosting more ball games,” Schan-

bacher said. The general fund, building 
fund, lunch fund – they all remain pret-
ty steady with what they have been,” he 
said.

“This last month we did see a lot less 
revenue come in, especially when com-
pared to previous year, especially with 
gross production,” Schanbacher said. “It 
has leveled off, but it is down a little bit, 
but we did have less revenue this last 
month than we did in the same period 
last year, but we’ve anticipated some of 
those changes.”

The consent agenda approved.
Other Board Business

After discussion, the board voted 
to pursue the OSSBA’s Superintendent 
Evaluation Program. Little information 
was available as to exactly what the pro-
gram consists of – but the program be-
gins with one-and-a-half hours of train-
ing for the board on the program and its 
tools for making good decisions about 
superintendent evaluations. 

The school will contact OSSBA to 
set up a date for the free training, which 
will take place at a special school board 
meeting. 

“Then, if we liked what the program 
was about and wanted to move forward 
with it, then we could put it on the next 
regular board meeting agenda to decide 
and vote on the program. It’s about $500 
total to be a part of that,” said Schan-
bacher. 

Board members questioned how 
much they needed such a tool to deter-
mine whether Schanbacher was doing a 
good job and asked if he’d spoken with 
other schools to find out how effective 
it was.

 “I have spoken with some other su-
perintendents, and some of them, you 
know, grumble a bit,” said Schanbacher, 
“but I think it’s a good tool to get the 
conversation started. I haven’t spoken 
with anyone who was completely against 
it or who said it was a big waste of time. 
I think it’s a good tool to use, and keeps 
some consistency there,” he said.

The board voted to pursue the free 
training and decide after that whether the 
program would be useful for the school.

The board also approved the surplus 
of 2005 Geometry, Algebra I and Alge-
bra II textbooks, as new math textbooks 
were adopted this year.

With no new business, the board ad-
journed.

Newsprint End Rolls
30 cents/lb. at

Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.

Alva, OK

Great for packing,
covering tables,

drawing, etc.
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ALVA VISION CLINIC

550044  CCoolllleeggee,,  AAllvvaa,,  OOKK  ••  FFOORR  AANN  AAPPPPTT  558800--332277--22339933

WE ARE PROVIDERS FOR Aetna Better Health, BCBS, EyeMed, HealthChoice, 
Medicare, Oklahoma Complete Health, PVCS, VSP and Vision Care Direct.

WE ACCEPT Visa, Mastercard,  American Express, Care Credit, Cash and Checks

HHoouurrss::  MMoonn..  &&  TThhuurrss..  88--55::3300  ||  TTuueess..  &&  WWeedd..  77::3300--55::3300;;
CClloosseedd  1122--11  DDaaiillyy  ||  WWee  ttaakkee  aa  55::1155  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  ddaaiillyy!!

Dr. Scott McEachern

Do you have money in your
health savings account that needs to
be used before the end of the year? 

CHECK YOUR
VISION BENEFITS!

Do you need to use them before
December 31 or lose them? 

WWee  hhaavvee  aappppooiinnttmmeennttss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh,,  
ssoo  ggiivvee  uuss  aa  ccaallll  ttoo  sscchheedduullee  yyoouurr  eexxaamm!!

SScchhuuhhmmaacchheerr ’’ss
CCOOPPPPEERR  PPEENNNNYY

405 COLLEGE AVE.
ALVA, OKLAHOMA
MON-FRI 10-5:30

& SAT 10-4580-327-0777

25% 

CCOOUUPPOONN        CCOOUUPPOONN      CCOOUUPPOONN

ANY ONE ITEM
OFF 

EEXXCCLLUUDDIINNGG  FFLLOORRAALL

DOWNTOWN

ALVA

DDEECC..  66--88
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KKYYLLEE  KKUUYYKKEENNDDAALLLL
BBCC--HHIISS  OOKK..  LLIICC..  ##11008899

WWHHYY  SSHHOOUULLDD  II  CCHHOOOOSSEE

TTOOLLLL  FFRREEEE  11--886666--887722--88224444  ••  wwwwww..kkuuyykkeennddaallllhheeaarriinngg..ccoomm

KUYKENDALL
HEARING AID CENTER & DIAGNOSTIC AUDIOLOGY

Additional Oklahoma Offices in Alva, Perry, Ponca City & Enid

•Trust •Reputation •No Gimmicks   •30 Day FREE trial
•Lifetime Service Agreement   •No Interest Financing
•Most Major Insurance Accepted   •Custom-Made
•Smart Phone Compatible   •Rechargeable

STATE FARM INSURANCE AGENCY at 328 OKLA. BLVD.
TTUUEESS..,,  DDEECC..  1100TTHH,,  22002244  ••  99  AAMM  TTOO  1122  NNOOOONN

Intrigue AI}
CORNER OF 4TH
& OKLA. BLVD.

WE WILL
BE IN
ALVA!!

CCAALLLL  FFOORR  AANN
AAPPPPOOIINNTTMMEENNTT

KKUUYYKKEENNDDAALLLL
HHEEAARRIINNGG  AAIIDD  CCEENNTTEERR??

Obituaries
WILFORD LAWRENCE ‘WILLIE’ 

ARNDT
Funeral services 

for Wilford “Willie” 
Arndt were held 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024, 
at Marshall Funeral 
Chapel in Alva with 
Rev. Mike Bartley 

officiating. Burial followed in the 
Waynoka Municipal Cemetery under the 
direction of Marshall Funeral Home.

Wilford Lawrence, son of the late 
Lawrence Perry and Zelma Leatha (Arb) 
Arndt, was born September 16, 1932, 
at White Horse, Oklahoma, and passed 
away peacefully surrounded by family 
November 26, 2024, at Alva, Oklahoma, 
at the age of 92 years, 2 months and 10 
days.

Willie was raised in the Farry area 
where he attended school. In 1952, 
he was united in marriage to Lucy 
Neuenschwander and together they had 
nine children. On September 16, 1978, 
he was united in marriage to Mary Alice 
Passwaters and he gained two more 
children. They made their home in Alva 
before moving to Waynoka, Oklahoma, 
in 1981.

He was a member of the Church of 
God in Waynoka for many years. Willie 
spent his younger years on harvest with 
his father in the Dakotas. He enjoyed 
the farm and raising calves and was a 
master at fixing things and working on 
motors. If he couldn’t find the right tool 
to fix something, he would make one. 

He managed the Dr. Pepper Bottling 
Company and worked at the Roller Mill 
before working in the oilfield until his 
retirement in 1987 as a pumper/driller/
tool pusher.

Besides his parents, Lawrence and 
Zelma, he was preceded in death by 
four brothers, Darrell Arndt, Neal Arndt, 
Lowell Arndt, and Lyle Arndt; one sister, 
Charleen Herren; his son, Joel Bixler; 
and three grandchildren, Chesney 
Starks, Elizabeth Utterback and Jason 
Utterback.

He is survived by his wife of 
46 years, Mary Alice, of Waynoka; 
his children, Zeona McKinley of 
Alva, Newanta Kilmer and husband 
George of Alva, Wynona Knopp and 
husband Richard of Okarche, Lynn 
Arndt of Alva, Carla Smart of Alva, 
Darla Harris and husband Mark of 
Enid, Diana Arndt of Alva, Dana 
Kirkpatrick of Enid, and Jaunita 
Dotson of Alva; brothers Larry Arndt 
and wife Sandie, and Gary Arndt and 
wife Linda, all of Colorado; sisters 
Glenda Yarberry of Oklahoma City, 
Juanita Neuenschwander of Ponca 
City and Nadine Painton of Fairview. 
Also surviving are 20 grandchildren, 
36 great-grandchildren, and four 
great-great-grandchildren; many 
other relatives and friends.

Memorial contributions may be made 
through the funeral home to Freedom 
Gates Boys Ranch.

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.

WARREN MANSFIELD 
BURLESON

Warren Mansfield 
Burleson, 83, of 
Cherokee, Oklahoma, 
was born on September 
4, 1941, to Clyde and 
Bertha Burleson in 
Cherokee, Oklahoma, 
and passed on October 
30, 2024, surrounded 

by family in Enid, Oklahoma. 
Warren graduated from Byron-

Driftwood. After graduation, Warren 
pursued a career as a truck driver for 
Sand & Gravel, a family business, as 
well as other trucking companies. He 
was also a farmer, rancher and custom 
harvester. He was a member of the 
Corinthian Lodge 307 and First Baptist 
Church, where he served as Sunday 
school secretary, and helped start the 
First Baptist Men’s Calf Fry Supper. 
Warren loved spending time with his 
family and enjoyed hunting, fishing and 
playing poker with friends. He married 
Edith Weigand on February 8, 1963, and 
to this union two children were born: 
Derrick and Gina. Edith preceded him 
in death in 2009. He married Meron 
Highfill June 30, 2011, who brought to 
the family Diesta and Mollie. 

He is survived by his sisters, 
Francis Kraft and Cordella Zahorsky, 
and brother, John Burleson; daughters 
Gina Pekrul and husband Cam, Diesta 
Harris and husband Jackie, and Mollie 
Trent and husband Tony; grandchildren 
Jennifer Pekrul, Jacob Pekrul and wife 
Haven, Mirabel Burleson, Meagan 
Francis and husband Joel, Todd Harris 
and wife Rachel, Stephanie Chase and 
husband Casey, and Austin Harris; six 
great-grandchildren, and his beloved 
dog Daisy. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Clyde and Bertha Burleson; 
wife, Edith Burleson; son, Derrick 
Burleson, and wife, Meron Burleson.

A memorial for Warren Mansfield 
Burleson, 83, of Cherokee, Oklahoma, 
will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
December 27, 2024, at First Baptist 
Church. The Rev. Tom Cooksey and 
Rev. Rob Kirkpatrick will officiate. 
Arrangements are by Lanman Funeral 
Home Inc. in Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanfuneralhome.com.
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HWY 281 SOUTH•2107 COLLEGE AVE. | PH: 580-327-6635 • HRS M-F 9-5:30 & SAT 9-4

G & G Home Furnishings
www.gandgfurnishings.com

GG&&GG

RRoottaarryy  iiss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  sseeeekkiinngg  ddoonnaattiioonnss  ttoo  hheellpp
wwiitthh  TTooyyss  ffoorr  TToottss  tthhiiss  hhoolliiddaayy  sseeaassoonn..  IIff  yyoouu
wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  ddoonnaattee,,  mmaakkee  cchheecckkss  ppaayyaabbllee  ttoo

RRoottaarryy,,  aanndd  sseenndd  ttoo  PPOO  BBooxx  335566  AAllvvaa,,  OOkk  7733771177..

Each Year, the Alva Rotary Club
organizes Toys for Tots, which provides 

Christmas gifts for 200-300 children
in our community.
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Among those attending the bid opening for the new Woods County Senior Citizens building in Alva are, from left, architect 
Roy Easley and commissioners John Smiley and David Hamil. A bid opening was held later Tuesday afternoon in Waynoka 
for the remodeling of a building for the senior citizens there. The Woods County Commissioners expect to make a decision 
on the bids at their meeting Monday, Dec. 9. Photo by Marione Martin

By Christopher Rugaber
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of job postings in the United 
States rebounded in October from a 3 
1/2 year low in September, a sign that 
businesses are still seeking workers 
even though hiring has cooled.

Openings rose 5% to 7.7 million 
from 7.4 million in September, the 
Labor Department said Tuesday. The 
increase suggests that job gains could 
pick up in the coming months. Still, the 
latest figure is down significantly from 
8.7 million job postings a year ago.

Last month, job openings rose 
sharply in professional and business 
services, a category that includes 
engineers, managers, and accountants, 
as well as in the restaurant and hotel and 
information technology industries.

The number of people quitting their 
jobs rose in October, a sign of confidence 
in the job market. And layoffs tumbled 
to just 1.6 million — below the lowest 
figures in the two decades that preceded 
the 2020 pandemic.

Taken as a whole, Tuesday’s figures 
suggest that the job market might be 

US job openings rose last month, 
though hiring slowed, in mixed 
picture for labor market

stabilizing at a modest level, with hiring 
moderate but layoffs uncommonly low. 
The unemployment rate is at a low 4.1%, 
even though job gains slowed sharply in 
October, according to the monthly jobs 
report. The slowdown in job growth last 
month reflected mainly the impact of 
hurricanes and a strike at Boeing.

“There’s a lot of cause for 
optimism,” said Cory Stahle, an 
economist at Indeed, the job listings 
website. “The fact that job openings 
ticked up is always an encouraging 
sign.”

Tuesday’s figures mean there 
are now 1.1 available jobs for each 
unemployed worker, a healthy figure. 
Before the pandemic there were 
usually more unemployed people than 
openings.

Still, the latest ratio is down from 
a peak of roughly two job openings 
per unemployed person two years ago. 
Businesses have pulled back from 
the hiring frenzy that occurred as the 
economy emerged from the pandemic 
recession.

Tuesday’s report, known as the Job 

Openings and Labor Turnover Survey, 
or JOLTS, showed that overall hiring 
slowed in October. Total hiring slipped 
to 5.3 million from 5.6 million, though 
that decline reflected hurricane-related 
disruptions.

The JOLTS report is separate from 
the monthly jobs figures, which will be 
released Friday. That report is forecast to 
show a net gain of nearly 210,000 jobs 
in November, up from an anemic 12,000 
in October.

Tuesday’s report also showed that 
the number of Americans who quit 
their jobs rebounded in October to 3.4 
million, after having reached a four-
year low in September. An increase in 
quitting is a good sign for the economy, 
because it suggests that people are 
confident enough to search for new job 
opportunities.

The Federal Reserve is watching 
the jobs data closely. Any sign that 
hiring is sharply weakening could 
encourage Fed officials to cut their 
key interest rate more quickly, to try 
to bolster borrowing and spending and 
support the economy.
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MMEEMMBBEERR  FFDDIICC

Job Funcons –Customer Support,
Account Opening, Debit Card Processing

Salary + Benefits 

Email resume to tgoss@hopetonbank.com
or drop it off at the Bank 

CSR Experience and/or College Degree preferred. 

NOW HIRING
Customer Service

Representave 

Police Officer
City of Waynoka, Oklahoma

The City of Waynoka, Oklahoma (708 pop.) 
is looking for a SRO, qualified candidates 
to serve as full-time Police Officer at the 
Waynoka Police Department to be filled 
immediately. Applicant must be at least 21 
years of age and carry a valid Oklahoma 
Driver’s License, be fully CLEET certified, 
subject to background check and drug 
screen. Competitive wages and excellent 
benefits package.

To apply please send a cover letter, detailed résumé and 
work-related references to Susan Bradford, Mayor, 1759 
Cecil Street, Waynoka, Oklahoma 73860, or to her email at 

sbradford@waynokaok.org. These positions will be 
open until filled.

The City of Waynoka, Oklahoma, is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.
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By Yvonne Miller
The Kiowa District Hospital Board of 

Directors held their Nov. 21 meeting in 
the Kirkpatrick meeting room. President 
Pat Myers called the meeting to order at 
6 p.m., with members Marcia Cantrell, 
Kevin Wise and Jim Parker present. 
Chantae Simpson joined at 7 p.m.

Other hospital personnel attending: 
CEO/CFO Janell Goodno, COO Philip 
Anton, HR Director Jana Mott, Business 
Office Manager Tara Girty, Financial 
Controller Courtney Larson, Hospital 
DON Robyn Whitaker, Manor DON 
Sydney Hamill, Manor ADON Kamri 
Theis, and Friends of the Hospital and 
Manor Foundation President Judy 
Schrock.

Anton explained to the board why he 
proposes they approve a 10% room rate 
increase at the manor. Researching area 
competitors, Anton said they average 
out at $280/day. “In contrast to our rates, 
many others are non-inclusive and/or 
have different levels of care at different 
prices. Our rates were increased 5 
percent last year. During COVID, we did 
not raise rates and our rates have fallen 
behind our competitors’.”

The 10% increase would bring daily 
room costs to $215 for a small private/
shared bath, $230 for a small private/
private bath, $225 for a large private/
shared bath and $240 for a large private/
private bath. Hospital rates will go to 
$2,000 for the acute care rate and $1,800 
for the swing bed rate. 

The board approved the 10% room 
rate increase, effective Jan. 1.

Other KDH Business
Schrock told the board, “The 

Friends of KDH and Manor Foundation 
is partnering with South Central 
Community Foundation (SCCF) for 
Match Day, like they did last year. Match 
Day is on Giving Tuesday, the Tuesday 
after Thanksgiving. The Patterson Family 
Foundation is the organization doing the 
match. The $70,000 they are putting up 
as the match is shared among the 13 
organizations that are registered with 
SCCF. This year we will be submitting 
$25,000 of Jeans and Gems money to 
leverage a match. All donations that are 

KDH to raise manor room rates
Giving Tuesday was Match Day – KDH Foundation to receive 
another $25,000 from Patterson Family Foundation – in-
volves SCCF South Central Community Foundation

made this year are returned to us by the 
end of December.”

In other business, Goodno said the 
addition on the hospital’s childcare 
facility is basically finished. The facility 
was KDHE-approved and school age 
children are now in their new part of the 
building. The next few months the crew 
at the manor will work on small projects.

Regarding the utility easement and 
the City of Kiowa ordinance for the 
childcare area, Goodno said the hospital’s 
attorney, Hannah Brass, conferred with 
the city’s attorney, Brandon Ritcha. She 
will send the ordinance as soon as it is 
issued.

Mott told the board it’s time to renew 
employee benefits. She said, “We are 
pleased to offer employees a flat renewal 
with BCBS. We will stay with Delta 
Dental with a very small increase. We 
tried a new company for vision last year 
but, due to popular demand, we will go 
back to VSP at a very minimal increase. 
Our rates were largely unchanged 
because our staff is so healthy.” 

Mott added, “Every year we offer 
employees the opportunity to suggest 
handbook changes. We have very 
minimal changes this year. Most of 
the suggestions were actually policy 
changes.”

The board approved several monthly 
reports. Following a roughly one-hour 
executive session at the end of the 
meeting, the board approved the Risk 
Management report for the Manor for 
October.

Hospital and Manor Administrator 
Report

Goodno announced that Courtney 
Larson received the KDH Employee 
Monthly Spotlight Award. She is the 
financial controller. “Courtney is 
extremely deserving of this award. 
Her dedication and commitment to our 
healthcare system is vital throughout 
KDH.” Goodno said.

She reminded attendees that 
Medicare open enrollment ends Dec. 
7. She told of participation, such as 
BCU Prevention Coalition and CEO 
presentation to Wichita Statę University 
students.

The administrator listed current 
staffing needs: housekeeping staff 
(hospital), registered nurse (hospital/
manor), full-time CNA (hospital), 
medical laboratory technician (hospital) 
and radiology tech (hospital).

Reporting on the manor, Anton 
said they have 23 residents. The 
manor currently has a 5-star rating. He 
added a new app for approval of new 
residents. The Resident Door Decoration 
Contest begins. He plans to visit the 
botanical gardens in Wichita to see 
the lights again this year. He said new 
regulations from CMS came out that 
complicates RN coverage requirements 
as well as regulation of some behavioral 
medications.

KDH Financial and Statistics for 
October

Larson presented financial and 
statistical information for both the 
hospital and manor for the month of 
October. There were 15 admissions that 
totaled 49 days of acute and swingbed 
care. Of those, 39 days were swingbed 
with 10 acute. Outpatient visits totaled 
795. Clinic visits were 513.

The hospital operating statement 
showed they were in the black at the 
end of October by $15,555. Their 
total operating revenue was $601,961 
(including 340B discount drug revenue). 
Total expenses were $813,857, so net 
from operations was a loss of $211,896. 
Total non-operating revenue with 
tax revenue and other was $227,451, 
which made the $15,555 gain. Year to 
date (YTD), the hospital is in the black 
$812,380.

At the end of October, the manor 
was in the red $22,953 and for YTD 
$386,604.

The comparative balance sheets 
showed total cash in all funds at 
$1,555,921.

Girty reported that accounts 
receivable (AR) were $1,382,822. The 
average days in AR were 42. Days of 
cash on hand were 48. Total payments 
made were $451,174.

The board approved all the finance 
and statistical information.
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OOkkllaahhoommaa’’ss  SSoodd  HHoouussee

OOPPEENN  HHOOUUSSEE

SSaatt..,,  DDeecc..  1144tthh
11--33  ppmm

CCoommee  aanndd  GGoo
MMuussiicc  bbyy  TThhee  SSiillvveerr  SSttrriinnggss  aanndd  FFrriieennddss,,  wwiitthh  ccooookkiieess  aanndd  
hhoott  cciiddeerr  sseerrvveedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSoodd  HHoouussee  QQuuiilltteerrss..    AA  qquueeeenn--
ssiizzeedd  qquuiilltt    ““CChhiicckkaaddeeeess  aanndd  TTrreeeess,,””  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  qquuiilltteerrss,,  
rraafflfflee  cckkeettss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  ppuurrcchhaassee  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy..    DDoooorr  
pprriizzeess  wwiillll  bbee  ggiivveenn  oouutt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  OOppeenn  HHoouussee..



December 4, 2024 Page 30Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Kim Tong-Hyung
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South 

Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol’s 
government early Wednesday lifted the 
martial law he imposed during a tense 
night of political drama in which troops 
surrounded parliament and lawmakers 
voted to reject military rule.

Yoon said his government withdrew 
military personnel following a bipartisan 
parliamentary vote that rejected martial 
law, and the measure was formally 
lifted around 4:30 a.m. during a Cabinet 
meeting.

Yoon declared martial law late 
Tuesday, vowing to eliminate “anti-
state” forces as he struggles against an 
opposition that controls the country’s 
parliament and that he accuses of 
sympathizing with communist North 
Korea.

Less than three hours later, 
parliament voted to lift the declaration, 
with National Assembly Speaker Woo 
Won Shik declaring that the martial law 
was “invalid” and that lawmakers “will 
protect democracy with the people.”

The president’s surprising move 
harkened back to an era of authoritarian 
leaders that the country has not seen 
since the 1980s, and it was immediately 
denounced by the opposition and the 
leader of Yoon’s own party.

Police and military personnel were 
seen leaving the Assembly’s grounds 
after Woo called for their withdrawal. 
Lee Jae-myung, leader of the liberal 
Democratic Party, which holds the 
majority in the 300-seat parliament, 
said the party’s lawmakers will remain 
in the Assembly’s main hall until Yoon 
formally lifts his order.

Woo applauded how troops quickly 
left the Assembly after the vote.

“Even with our unfortunate 
memories of military coups, our citizens 
have surely observed the events of today 
and saw the maturity of our military,” 
Woo said.

While announcing his plan to 
lift martial law, Yoon continued to 
criticize parliament’s attempts to 
impeach his key government officials 
and senior prosecutors and lawmakers’ 
“unscrupulous acts of legislative 
and budgetary manipulation that are 
paralyzing the functions of the state.”

Jo Seung-lae, a Democratic 

South Korea lifts president’s martial law 
decree after lawmakers vote against it

lawmaker, claimed that security camera 
footage following Yoon’s declaration 
showed that troops moved in a way that 
suggested they were trying to arrest 
Lee, Woo and even Han Dong-hoon, the 
leader of Yoon’s People Power Party.

Officials from Yoon’s office and the 
Defense Ministry did not respond to 
requests for comment early Wednesday.

Seemingly hundreds of protesters 
gathered in front of the Assembly, 
waving banners and calling for Yoon’s 
impeachment.

Some protesters scuffled with troops 
ahead of the lawmakers’ vote, but there 
were no immediate reports of injuries 
or major property damage. At least one 
window was broken as troops attempted 
to enter the Assembly building. One 
woman tried unsuccessfully to pull a 
rifle away from one of the soldiers, while 
shouting “Aren’t you embarrassed?”

Under South Korea’s constitution, 
the president can declare martial law 
during “wartime, war-like situations or 
other comparable national emergency 
states” that require the use of military 
force to maintain peace and order. It was 
questionable whether South Korea is 
currently in such a state.

When martial law is declared, 
“special measures” can be employed to 
restrict the freedom of press, freedom of 
assembly and other rights, as well as the 
power of courts.

The constitution also states that the 
president must oblige when the National 
Assembly demands the lifting of martial 
law with a majority vote.

Following Yoon’s announcement, 
South Korea’s military proclaimed that 
parliament and other political gatherings 
that could cause “social confusion” 
would be suspended, South Korea’s 
Yonhap news agency said. The military 
said anyone who violates the decree 
could be arrested without a warrant.

In Washington, the White House 
said the U.S. was “seriously concerned” 
by the events in Seoul. A spokesperson 
for the National Security Council said 
President Joe Biden’s administration was 
not notified in advance of the martial law 
announcement and was in contact with 
the South Korean government.

Speaking at an event with Japan’s 
ambassador to Washington, U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State Kurt Campbell, a 

longtime Asia diplomat, reiterated 
that the U.S.-South Korea alliance is 
“ironclad” and the U.S. would “stand by 
Korea in their time of uncertainty.”

The South Korean military also said 
that the country’s striking doctors should 
return to work within 48 hours, Yonhap 
said. Thousands of doctors have been 
striking for months over government 
plans to expand the number of students 
at medical schools.

Soon after the declaration, the 
parliament speaker called on his 
YouTube channel for all lawmakers to 
gather at the National Assembly. He 
urged military and law enforcement 
personnel to “remain calm and hold their 
positions.

All 190 lawmakers who participated 
in the vote supported the lifting of martial 
law. Television footage showed soldiers 
who had been stationed at parliament 
leaving the site after the vote.

Hours earlier, TV showed police 
officers blocking the entrance of the 
National Assembly and helmeted 
soldiers carrying rifles in front of the 
building.

An Associated Press photographer 
saw at least three helicopters, likely 
from the military, that landed inside the 
Assembly grounds, while two or three 
helicopters circled above the site.

The leader of Yoon’s conservative 
People Power Party, Han Dong-hoon, 
called the decision to impose martial 
law “wrong” and vowed to “stop it with 
the people.” Lee, who narrowly lost to 
Yoon in the 2022 presidential election, 
called Yoon’s announcement “illegal 
and unconstitutional.”

Yoon said during a televised speech 
that martial law would help “rebuild and 
protect” the country from “falling into 
the depths of national ruin.” He said 
he would “eradicate pro-North Korean 
forces and protect the constitutional 
democratic order.”

“I will eliminate anti-state forces 
as quickly as possible and normalize 
the country,” he said, while asking the 
people to believe in him and tolerate 
“some inconveniences.”

Yoon — whose approval rating 
has dipped in recent months — has 

 See Korea Page 32
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 HARPER COUNTY LAND AUCTION
160+/- ACRES OF CROPLAND

THURSDAY DECEMBER 5TH, 10:00 AM
AUCTION HELD AT BANK OF THE PLAINS RECEPTION HALL, 

203 W. MAIN –ANTHONY, KS

Property Description: 144 acres 
cropland, the balance is right-of-way 
and waterway.  Property is located 
within 1 ½ miles of a grain elevator 
and two miles from a state highway.  
Soil is predominately Grant and 
Pond Creek Silt Loams.  
Location:  6 miles west of Anthony, 
KS on State Hwy 2 and 2 miles south 
on SW 60 Ave. signs are posted.
Legal Description:  SW/4 36-33-8 
Harper County, KS
Terms:  Bidding is not contingent to 
finance.  10% earnest due the day of 
sale, balance due upon closing.  
Closing on or before Monday, 

thJanuary 6  2025, Security First 
Title will handle the closing 
and title work.  Buyer and 
Seller will split title insurance 
and closing costs. 
Possession after 2025 wheat 
harvest.  Current tenant 
retains all of 2025 crop.

Gina Dearborn (Shellhammer) – Seller
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struggled to push his agenda against an 
opposition-controlled parliament since 
taking office in 2022.

Yoon’s party has been locked in an 
impasse with the liberal opposition over 
next year’s budget bill. The opposition 
has also attempted to pass motions 
to impeach three top prosecutors, 
including the chief of the Seoul Central 
District Prosecutors’ Office, in what the 
conservatives have called a vendetta 
against their criminal investigations of 
Lee, who has been seen as the favorite 
for the next presidential election in 2027 
in opinion polls.

During his televised announcement, 
Yoon also described the opposition as 
“shameless pro-North Korean anti-state 

From Page 30 Korea
forces who are plundering the freedom 
and happiness of our citizens,” but he 
did not elaborate.

Yoon has taken a hard line on North 
Korea over its nuclear ambitions, 
departing from the policies of his 
liberal predecessor, Moon Jae-in, who 
pursued inter-Korean engagement.

Yoon has also dismissed calls 
for independent investigations into 
scandals involving his wife and 
top officials, drawing quick, strong 
rebukes from his political rivals.

Yoon’s move was the first 
declaration of martial law since the 
country’s democratization in 1987. 
The country’s last previous martial 
law was in October 1979, following 

the assassination of former military 
dictator Park Chung-hee.

Natalia Slavney, research analyst at 
the Stimson Center’s 38 North website 
that focuses on Korean affairs, said 
Yoon’s imposition of martial law was “a 
serious backslide of democracy in South 
Korea” that followed a “worrying trend 
of abuse” since he took office in 2022.

South Korea “has a robust history of 
political pluralism and is no stranger to 
mass protests and swift impeachments,” 
Slavney said, citing the example of 
former President Park Geun-hye.

Park, the country’s first female 
president, was ousted from office and 
imprisoned for bribery and other crimes 
in 2017.

By Marione Martin
Today, Dec. 4, is the final filing day 

for open offices on boards of education 
in Oklahoma. Filing concludes at 5 p.m.

Alfalfa County
The Alfalfa County Election Board 

reports that Allan Poe has filed for 
the unexpired term of Office 4 on the 
Cherokee School Board. Paul Michael 
filed for the full term of five years in 
Office 5 at Cherokee.

Levi Johnson filed for Timberlake 
School’s Office 5. Cristyn O’Neil filed 
for Office 5 in the Aline-Cleo School 
District.

School board filings 
end at 5 p.m. today

As of 2 p.m. Tuesday, no one had 
filed for Office 5 on the Burlington 
School Board.

Woods County
Tuesday afternoon, the Woods 

County Election Board reported three 
filings. Incumbent Paul Barton filed 
for Office 5 on the Alva School Board. 
Garrett Gum, the incumbent, filed for 
Office 5 at Waynoka. 

Stanley Kline filed for the Zone 5 
office on the Northwest Technology 
Center board. He is the incumbent.

No one had filed for Office 5 on the 
Freedom School Board.

Candidates may file until 5 p.m. 
today. The Board of Education general 
election is scheduled for April 1, 2025. 
Candidates who are unopposed will take 
office with no election.

Need an ad? Call us at
580-327-2200

or email:
sales@alvareviewcourier.net
stacy@alvareviewcourier.net

Action Ad
deadlines:

Noon on Tuesday
for Newsgram.

Noon on Thursday for
Alva Review-Courier.

Alva Review-Courier
Newsgram

620 Choctaw St., Alva
580-327-2200

email:
manager@alvareviewcourier.net

Credit Cards Accepted
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OILFIELD - INDUSTRIAL - FARM - PETROLEUM PRODUCTS DISTRIBUTOR 

MECHANIC ON DUTY

FREE
ROAD HAZARD
PROTECTION*

*Free Tire Replacement Up To
  50% tread wear or 2 years!

••2244  HHoouurr  PPaayy  aatt  tthhee  PPuummpp
••FFuullll  SSeerrvviiccee
••PPuummpp  FFiirrsstt,,  tthheenn  ppaayy
      jjuusstt  lliikkee  tthhee  ggoooodd  oolldd  ddaayyss

518 Okla. Blvd. | Alva, OK. 73717 | (580) 327-2691

TTHHRREEEE  WWAAYYSS  TTOO  PPAAYYTHREE WAYS TO PAY

NORTHWESTERN
SPORTS SLATE

For more informaon on happenings around Northwestern,
visit www.riderangersride.com, follow us on twier
at @NWOSUAthlecs or visit our Facebook page.

thThursday, December 5
Women's Basketball vs
Arkansas Tech 5:30 PM

thThursday, December 5
Men's Basketball vs

Arkansas Tech 7:30 PM

thSaturday, December 7
Women's Basketball 
vs Harding 1:00 PM

thSaturday, December 7
Men's Basketball

vs Harding 3:00 PM
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By Sam Mednick 
ADRE, Chad (AP) — For months, 

Aziza Abrahim fled from one village 
in Sudan to the next as people were 
slaughtered. Yet the killing of relatives 
and her husband’s disappearance aren’t 
what forced the 23-year-old to leave the 
country for good. It was hunger, she said.

“We don’t have anything to eat 
because of the war,” Abrahim said, 
cradling her 1-year-old daughter under 
the sheet where she now shelters, days 
after crossing into Chad.

The war in Sudan has created vast 
hunger, including famine. It has pushed 
people off their farms. Food in the 
markets is sparse, prices have spiked 
and aid groups say they’re struggling 
to reach the most vulnerable as warring 
parties limit access.

Some 24,000 people have been 
killed and millions displaced during the 
war that erupted in April 2023, sparked 
by tensions between the military and 
a powerful paramilitary group, the 
Rapid Support Forces. Global experts 
confirmed famine in the Zamzam 
displacement camp in July. They warn 
that some 25 million people — more 
than half of Sudan’s population — are 
expected to face acute hunger this year.

“People are starving to death at the 
moment ... It’s man-made. It’s these men 
with guns and power who deny women 
and children food,” Jan Egeland, head 
of the Norwegian Refugee Council, told 
The Associated Press. Warring parties 
on both sides are blocking assistance and 
delaying authorization for aid groups, he 
said.

Between May and September, there 
were seven malnutrition-related deaths 
among children in one hospital at a 
displacement site in Chad run by Doctors 
Without Borders, known by its French 
acronym MSF. Such deaths can be from 
disease in hunger-weakened bodies.

In September, MSF was forced to stop 
caring for 5,000 malnourished children 
in North Darfur for several weeks, citing 
repeated, deliberate obstructions and 
blockades. U.S. President Joe Biden has 

They fled war in Sudan. But 
they haven’t been able to 
flee the hunger

called on both sides to allow unhindered 
access and stop killing civilians.

But the fighting shows no signs of 
slowing. More than 2,600 people were 
killed across the country in October, 
according to the Armed Conflict 
Location & Event Data Project, which 
called it the bloodiest month of the war.

Violence is intensifying around 
North Darfur’s capital, El Fasher, the 
only capital in the vast western Darfur 
region that the RSF doesn’t hold. Darfur 
has experienced some of the war’s worst 
atrocities, and the International Criminal 
Court prosecutor has said there are 
grounds to believe both sides may be 
committing war crimes, crimes against 
humanity or genocide.

Abrahim escaped her village in West 
Darfur and sought refuge for more than 
a year in nearby towns with friends and 
relatives. Her husband had left home to 
find work before the war, and she hasn’t 
heard from him since.

She struggled to eat and feed their 
daughter. Unable to farm, she cut wood 
and sold it in Chad, traveling eight hours 
by donkey there and back every few 
days, earning enough to buy grain. But 
after a few months the wood ran out, 
forcing her to leave for good.

Others who have fled to Chad 
described food prices spiking three-fold 
and stocks dwindling in the market. 
There were no vegetables, just grains 
and nuts.

Awatif Adam came to Chad in 
October. Her husband wasn’t making 
enough transporting people with his 
donkey cart, and it was too risky to 
farm, she said. Her 6-year-old twin girls 
and 3-year-old son lost weight and were 
always hungry.

“My children were saying all the 
time, ‘Mom, give us food’,” she said. 
Their cries drove her to leave.

As more people stream into Chad, 
aid groups worry about supporting them.

Some 700,000 Sudanese have 
entered since the war began. Many live 
in squalid refugee camps or shelter at the 
border in makeshift displacement sites. 

And the number of arrivals at the Adre 
crossing between August and October 
jumped from 6,100 to 14,800, according 
to government and U.N. data., though 
it was not clear whether some people 
entered multiple times.

Earlier this year, the World Food 
Program cut rations by roughly half in 
Chad, citing a lack of funding.

While there’s now enough money 
to return to full rations until the start 
of next year, more arrivals will strain 
the system and more hunger will result 
if funding doesn’t keep pace, said 
Ramazani Karabaye, head of the World 
Food Program’s operations in Adre.

During an AP visit to Adre in October, 
some people who fled Sudan at the start 
of the war said they were still struggling.

Khadiga Omer Adam said she 
doesn’t have enough aid or money to 
eat regularly, which has complicated 
breastfeeding her already malnourished 
daughter, Salma Issa. The 35-year-old 
gave birth during the war’s initial days, 
delivering alone in West Darfur. It was 
too dangerous for a midwife to reach her.

Adam had clutched the baby as she 
fled through villages, begging for food. 
More than a year later, she sat on a 
hospital bed holding a bag of fluid above 
her daughter, who was fed through a 
tube in her nose.

“I have confidence in the doctors ... 
I believe she’ll improve, I don’t think 
she’ll die,” she said.

The MSF-run clinic in the 
Aboutengue camp admitted more than 
340 cases of severely malnourished 
children in August and September. Staff 
fear that number could rise. The arid 
climate in Chad south of the Sahara 
Desert means it’s hard to farm, and 
there’s little food variety, health workers 
said.

People are fleeing Sudan into difficult 
conditions, said Dr. Oula Dramane 
Ouattara, head of MSF’s medical 
activities in the camp.

“If things go on like this, I’m afraid 
the situation will get out of control,” he 
said.
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Why Shop online when you
can shop our personally

selected,  one-of-a-kind pieces
with friendly service and

friendlier prices!
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580-242-2100
2308 W. Willow, Enid, OK 73703

Open House
DDEECCEEMMBBEERR
99tthh--1144tthh

Door Prizes
and

Refreshments

Each Day

%25
DISCOUNT
ON CLOTHING
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SENIOR NUTRITION CENTER
IN ALVA AT 625 BARNES

60yrs+ $3.00 suggested Donation   |   59yrs & Under - $7.00

SSEENNIIOORR
    MMEENNUU

PPEEOOPPLLEE  FFRROOMM  AALLLL  WWAALLKKSS  OOFF  LLIIFFEE  EEAATT  AATT  TTHHEE  SSEENNIIOORR  CCIITTIIZZEENNSS  CCEENNTTEERR

Nutrition and Senior Center at 625 Barnes has meals as follows:

5

WED., DEC. 4 THURS., DEC. 5 FRI., DEC. 6 MON., Oct. 31 TUES., Nov. 1

WED., DEC. 11 FRI., DEC. 13

CCLLOOSSEEDD

AATTTTEENNTTIIOONN

Reservations required for everything the day
before by calling 580-327-1822

HOME DELIVERY FOR HOMEBOUND
DINE-IN OR CARRY-OUT AT 12 PM NOON

OPEN
Mon to
THURS
9am-3pm

THURS., DEC. 12

MON., DEC. 9 TUES., DEC. 10

MON., Oct. 31 TUES., DEC. 17MON., DEC. 16

CCLLOOSSEEDD
Salisbury Steak

w/Brown Mushroom Gravy
Mixed Vegetables

Hot Roll w/Margarine
Coconut Cream Pie

Unstuffed Cabbage
Roll Casserole
Yellow Squash

Green Pea w/Mushroom
Garlic Brad

Banana Cream Pie

Oven Fried Chicken
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy

Carrots
Biscuit w/Margarine
Chocolate Mousse

Macaroni & Cheese
Polish Sausage

Carrots
Mixed Fruit

Cornbread w/Margarine
Sugar Cookie

Chicken Tortilla Soup
Black Bean Salad

Salsa
Tortilla Chips
Apple Cobbler

Enchilada Casserole
Refried Beans

Corn w/Red & Green Peppers
Peach Fruit Crisp

Ground Beef  Stroganoff
Broccoli w/Cheese Sauce

Carrots
Garlic Bread

Blushing Pears

Ham Slice
Scalloped Potatoes
Brussels Sprouts

Hot Roll w/Margarine
Peanut Butter Cake

w/Peanut Butter Icing

In Business For Your
Health Since 1952

HHOOLLDDEERR
DDRRUUGG

513 BARNES - ALVA, OKLA.
(580) 327-3332
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 See Report Page 40

NEW YORK (AP) — President-
elect Donald Trump’s lawyers formally 
asked a judge Monday to throw out 
his hush money criminal conviction, 
arguing continuing the case would 
present unconstitutional “disruptions to 
the institution of the Presidency.”

In a filing made public Tuesday, 
Trump’s lawyers told Manhattan Judge 
Juan M. Merchan that dismissal is 
warranted because of the extraordinary 
circumstances of his impending return to 
the White House.

“Wrongly continuing proceedings 
in this failed lawfare case disrupts 
President Trump’s transition efforts,” 
the attorneys continued, before citing 
the “overwhelming national mandate 
granted to him by the American people 
on November 5, 2024.”

Trump’s lawyers also cited President 
Joe Biden’s recent pardon of his son, 
Hunter Biden, who had been convicted 
of tax and gun charges.

“President Biden asserted that his 
son was ‘selectively, and unfairly, 
prosecuted,’ and ‘treated differently,’” 
Trump’s legal team wrote. The 
Manhattan district attorney, they 
claimed, had engaged in the type of 
political theater “that President Biden 
condemned.”

Prosecutors will have until Dec. 9 
to respond. They have said they will 

President-elect Donald Trump’s 
lawyers urge judge to toss his 
hush money conviction

fight any efforts to dismiss the case but 
have indicated openness to delaying 
sentencing until after Trump’s second 
term ends in 2029. In their filing Monday, 
Trump’s attorneys dismissed the idea of 
holding off sentencing until Trump is out 
of office as a “ridiculous suggestion.”

Following Trump’s election 
victory last month, Merchan halted 
proceedings and indefinitely postponed 
his sentencing, previously scheduled for 
late November, to allow the defense and 
prosecution to weigh in on the future of 
the case. He also delayed a decision on 
Trump’s prior bid to dismiss the case on 
immunity grounds.

Trump has been fighting for months 
to reverse the conviction, which involved 
efforts to conceal a $130,000 payment 
to porn actor Stormy Daniels, whose 
affair allegations threatened to disrupt 
his 2016 campaign. He has denied any 
wrongdoing.

Trump takes office on Jan. 20. 
Merchan hasn’t set a timetable for a 
decision.

The defense filing was signed by 
Trump lawyers Todd Blanche and Emil 
Bove, who represented Trump during 
the trial and have since been selected by 
the president-elect to fill senior roles at 
the Justice Department.

A dismissal would erase Trump’s 
historic conviction, sparing him the 

cloud of a criminal record and possible 
prison sentence. Trump is the first former 
president to be convicted of a crime and 
the first convicted criminal to be elected 
to the office.

Merchan could also decide to uphold 
the verdict and proceed to sentencing, 
delay the case until Trump leaves office, 
wait until a federal appeals court rules 
on Trump’s parallel effort to get the case 
moved out of state court or choose some 
other option.

Trump was convicted in May on 34 
counts of falsifying business records 
to conceal a $130,000 hush money 
payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels, 
just before the 2016 presidential election, 
to suppress her claim that they had sex a 
decade earlier. He says they did not and 
denies any wrongdoing.

Prosecutors cast the payout as part 
of a Trump-driven effort to keep voters 
from hearing salacious stories about 
him. Trump’s then-lawyer Michael 
Cohen paid Daniels. Trump later 
reimbursed him, and Trump’s company 
logged the reimbursements as legal 
expenses — concealing what they really 
were, prosecutors alleged.

Trump has pledged to appeal the 
verdict if the case is not dismissed. He 
and his lawyers said the payments to 
Cohen were properly categorized as 
legal expenses for legal work.

By Martha Bellisle
U.S. biathletes face “misogynistic” 

behavior while racing and fear retaliation 
if they report their concerns, according to 
an inquiry by an independent contractor 
hired to assess athlete safety.

The investigation of U.S. Biathlon 
was ordered following an Associated 

US biathletes fear retaliation 
for speaking out about sexual 
harassment, report finds

Press report that a female team member 
had been sexually harassed and abused 
for years while racing on the World Cup 
circuit.

“It is very uncomfortable as a 
woman ... to be in that environment,” 
one biathlete said in the report released 
Monday, which did not identify the 

athletes to preserve confidentiality.
Many biathletes said they feared if 

they complained they would be denied 
training opportunities, financial support 
and selection for relay teams, according 
to the assessment by outside auditor 
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Men’s Suit Jackets

WWAAYY  OOUUTT  WWEESSTT
WESTERN STORE

Kid’s
Western Shirts,
Vests, Jackets

& Hoodies

NNEEWW  SSHHIIPPMMEENNTT  OOFF::

Select Group of
Hoodies

On Sale $20.00 OFF
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Vestry Laight.
The AP reported in January that a 

U.S. Center for SafeSport investigation 
found that two-time Olympian Joanne 
Reid had been sexually harassed by a 
ski-wax technician from 2016 to 2021. 
Wax technicians play a critical role in 
biathlon, which combines cross-country 
skiing with target shooting.

SafeSport suspended the wax tech 
for six months and put him on probation 
through December. U.S. Biathlon fired 
him from the team and ordered the audit.

Investigators interviewed athletes, 
parents, coaches and staff, and studied 
U.S. Biathlon policies as part of the 
review. They also sent a confidential 
survey to 57 biathletes who have 
competed since 2020.

The report found the U.S. Biathlon 
Association code of conduct failed to 
provide clear examples of prohibited 
behavior. There was also no way to 
file complaints online or anonymously, 
making it less likely people would come 
forward, it said.

The survey showed that while 92% 
of male respondents said they felt 
comfortable raising concerns about 
athlete safety, only 52% of women did. 
Women were far more likely to say they 

From Page 38  Report
feared negative consequences to their 
careers for reporting misconduct — 57% 
compared to 8% of men.

In addition, 43% of women said they 
had observed conduct in violation of the 
USBA code in the past year, compared 
to 25% of men.

Biathlon officials said they were 
adopting an “action plan” in response 
to the report, including workshops 
with staff and athletes to define core 
values and create a way to measure 
progress.

“We have full confidence in the 
USBA leadership to implement the 
necessary improvements and build a 
culture that will enable the athletes 
and our community to thrive,” 
Bob Hall, USBA board chair, told 
members in an email.

Reid told the AP on Tuesday 
that she believes U.S. Biathlon’s 
response is inadequate, calling it 
“mostly a promise to develop metrics 
and plans, with nothing concrete that 
they can be held accountable to.”

She said it was “really rugged” to see 
how many women had witnessed abuse 
but feared reporting it.

Many athletes interviewed said 
they feared retaliation for reporting 

abuse after what happened to Reid. Six 
months after SafeSport’s investigation, 
U.S. Biathlon retroactively changed 
the criteria for being pre-qualified for 
the World Cup team — and Reid was 
bumped off. The change didn’t affect the 
status of anyone else on the team.

U.S. Biathlon CEO Jack Gierhart 
told the AP in January the World Cup 
rule change was not retaliation.

SafeSport has launched a new 
investigation into whether Gierhart 
and High Performance Director 
Lowell Bailey retaliated against Reid 
by changing the qualification criteria. 
Gierhart said in an interview Tuesday 
that he could not comment on that 
inquiry.

Athletes interviewed for the audit 
said the way U.S. Biathlon officials 
handled the Reid case made them feel 
powerless and unsafe.

“It was clearly demonstrated by 
USBA that if an athlete, especially a 
female athlete, were to bring up this 
topic they would risk their spot on the 
team in the upcoming year,” one athlete 
wrote in the survey.

“Not speaking out is the best bet if 
you want to keep competing for USBA,” 
another said.

By Marc Levy and Josh Boak
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — 

President-elect Donald Trump is 
underscoring his intention to block the 
purchase of U.S. Steel by Japanese 
steelmaker Nippon Steel Corp., and 
he’s pledging to use tax incentives and 
tariffs to strengthen the iconic American 
steelmaker.

Trump had vowed early in the 
presidential campaign that he would 
“instantaneously” block the deal, and he 
reiterated that sentiment in a post on his 
Truth Social platform on Monday night.

“I am totally against the once great 
and powerful U.S. Steel being bought 
by a foreign company” and will use tax 
incentives and tariffs to make U.S. Steel 

Trump vows to block Japanese 
steelmaker from buying US Steel, 
pledges tax incentives and tariffs

“Strong and Great Again, and it will 
happen FAST!” he wrote.

“As President,” he continued, “I will 
block this deal from happening. Buyer 
Beware!!!”

President Joe Biden, like Trump, 
also opposes Nippon Steel’s purchase 
of Pittsburgh-based U.S. Steel. Biden’s 
White House in September said that it 
had yet to see a report from the secretive 
Committee on Foreign Investment in 
the United States, which was reviewing 
the transaction for national security 
concerns. The committee, which is 
chaired by the treasury secretary and 
includes other Cabinet members, can 
recommend that the president block a 
transaction, and federal law gives the 

president that power.
Ahead of the November election, 

the proposed merger carried political 
importance in Pennsylvania, a critical 
swing state that Trump eventually won. 
Biden publicly sided with the United 
Steelworkers, the labor union, in seeking 
to reject the deal.

When he announced his opposition 
in a March statement, Biden said: “U.S. 
Steel has been an iconic American steel 
company for more than a century, and it 
is vital for it to remain an American steel 
company that is domestically owned and 
operated.”

Nippon Steel has said it is the only 

 See Trump Page 42
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IIss  tthhiiss  hhooww  yyoouurr  bbuussiinneessss
ffeeeellss??
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AutoFamily.com

YEAR-END CLOSEOUTS

SAVE THOUSANDS!

580-234-5400 or
jacksonsautofamily.com

GET PRE-APPROVED
TODAY!

THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR PROPERTY?

LIST—MARKET—SOLD 

Caldwell Livestock Aucon 
Facility * Livestock Pens 2 Tracts

8.8± Acres - Caldwell, KS 
717 W. 175th St., South Caldwell, KA 67022 

KS Broker License #00049950 

THMON., DEC. 9  
AT 6 PM

LIVE/ONLINE

THTUES., DEC. 10  
AT 6 PM

ONLINE ONLY

THTUES., DEC. 10  
AT 6 PM

ONLINE ONLY

THWED., DEC. 11  
AT 6 PM

ONLINE ONLY

THTUES., DEC. 17  
AT 6 PM

ONLINE ONLY

Big Country Meat Market 
Facility * Retail Storefront * Processing Plant

Butcher Equipment * Vacant Lots
606 W. Willow Rd., Enid, OK 73703 &
2506 N. Madison St., Enid, OK 73703

Bixler Development LLC Aucon 
Bobcat Skid Steer – Dump Truck – Water Truck
Feed Truck – Construcon – Soil Mover – Tools 

10403 W. Centennial Rd., Carrier, OK

Silverado – Tillage – Headers – JD Tractor – Mower
Trailers – Kingfisher, Lamont & Enid OK Areas

See lot details for locaon

Ratzlaff – Henning – Wolf – Wilson Aucon
Glassware- Furniture- Lamps – Décor – Fitz and Floyd

Kitchen Aid – Pampered - Chef – Christmas Village
Baskets – Coca Cola – Office Furniture

th4218 N. 4 , Enid, OK
Office Items are located in Pond Creek, OK
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company that can make the necessary 
investment in U.S. Steel’s factories and 
strengthen the American steel industry. 
Both Nippon Steel and U.S. Steel on 
Tuesday released statements in support 
of the acquisition.

“This transaction should be 
approved on its merits. The benefits are 
overwhelmingly clear. Our communities, 
customers, investors, and employees 
strongly support this transaction, and we 
will continue to advocate for them and 
adherence to the rule of law,” U.S. Steel 
said.

The deal follows a long stretch of 
protectionist U.S. tariffs that analysts 
say has helped reinvigorate domestic 
steel, including U.S. Steel. U.S. Steel’s 
shareholders have approved the deal, but 
the United Steelworkers oppose it.

In a statement Tuesday, the union 
said the deal carries “serious long-term 
implications for U.S. economic and 
national security.”

“It’s clear that President Trump 
understands the vital role a strong 
domestic steel industry plays in 

From Page 40  Trump
our national security, as well as the 
importance of the jobs and communities 
the industry supports,” the union said.

The deal has drawn bipartisan 
opposition in the U.S. Senate, including 
from the incoming vice president, 
Republican Sen. JD Vance of Ohio, 
although the federal government’s 
objections to the deal have drawn 
criticism that the opposition is political.

Some U.S. Steel workers would 
prefer Nippon Steel acquire the company, 
given that it appears to have a better 
financial balance sheet than another 
potential buyer, Cleveland-Cliffs.

U.S. Steel “provided a very, very 
good life for our families for a lot of 
years,” said Jack Maskil, a vice president 
at the Steelworkers local branch in West 
Mifflin, Pennsylvania. “And we feel that 
with the Nippon deal that a lot more 
families for futures to come will be able 
to share the same.”

West Mifflin Mayor Chris Kelly said 
he met with Nippon Steel executives 
and found himself satisfied by their 
commitments. Located southeast of 

Pittsburgh, West Mifflin is home to U.S. 
Steel’s Mon Valley Works–Irvin Plant.

“There’s no question in my mind that 
it’s the best deal moving forward,” Kelly 
said at a panel hosted on Tuesday by the 
conservative think tank Hudson Institute, 
where Maskil was also speaking.

Trump’s statement came two weeks 
after Nippon Steel’s vice chairman, 
Takahiro Mori, visited Pittsburgh and 
Washington to meet with lawmakers, 
local officials and workers in an ongoing 
persuasion campaign.

That campaign has included Nippon 
Steel’s promises to boost its capital 
commitments beyond the original deal 
and, more recently, a pledge that it won’t 
import steel slabs that would compete 
with U.S. Steel’s blast furnaces.

As part of its proposed $14.9 billion 
purchase of U.S. Steel, Nippon Steel also 
pledged to invest at least $1.4 billion 
in USW-represented facilities, not to 
conduct layoffs or plant closings during 
the term of the basic labor agreement, 
and to protect the best interests of U.S. 
Steel in trade matters.

By MichelleI L. Price 
NEW YORK (AP) — Chad 

Chronister, Donald Trump’s pick to run 
the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
said Tuesday he was withdrawing his 
name from consideration, becoming the 
second person selected by the president-
elect to bow out quickly after being 
nominated for a position requiring 
Senate confirmation.

Sheriff Chronister, the top law 
enforcement officer in Hillsborough 
County, Florida, said in a post on X 
that he was backing away from the 
opportunity, which he called “the honor 
of a lifetime.”

“Over the past several days, as 
the gravity of this very important 
responsibility set in, I’ve concluded 
that I must respectfully withdraw from 
consideration,” Chronister wrote. He did 
not elaborate, and Trump’s transition 
team did not immediately respond to a 

Chad Chronister, Donald Trump’s pick to run 
the DEA, withdraws name from consideration

message seeking comment.
Chronister follows former 

Republican congressman Matt Gaetz, 
Trump’s first pick to serve as attorney 
general, in withdrawing his name for 
a post in the administration. Gaetz 
withdrew following scrutiny over a 
federal sex trafficking investigation 
that cast doubt on his ability to be 
confirmed as the nation’s chief federal 
law enforcement officer.

Trump’s pick of Chronister for 
the DEA job drew backlash from 
conservatives, who raised concerns 
over his actions during the COVID-19 
pandemic and his saying that his office 
“does not engage in federal immigration 
enforcement activities.”

In March 2020, Chronister arrested 
the pastor of a megachurch who held 
services with hundreds of people and 
violated a safer-at-home order in place 
aimed at limiting the spread of the Covid 
virus.

“Shame on this pastor, their legal 
staff and the leaders of this staff for 
forcing us to do our job. That’s not what 

we wanted to do during a declared state 
of emergency,” Chronister said at the 
time. “We are hopeful that this will be a 
wakeup call.”

U.S. Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky, 
was among those airing public 
complaints, saying Chronister should be 
“disqualified” for the arrest.

Others flagged comments Chronister 
made in a video about Florida’s 
immigration laws that he released in 
2023 that circulated again online after 
Trump named him last weekend.

In the video, Chronister praised the 
“rich diversity” of his community and 
called it “a place where people from all 
walks of life come together.”

He said it was important to note 
his office “does not engage in federal 
immigration enforcement activities. We 
do not target individuals based on their 
immigration status. That’s the authority 
of federal agencies.”

Trump has made a sweeping 
crackdown on immigration a central 
focus of his campaign and his aims for 
his coming administration.
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CCAALLLL  ((558800))  559966--66559944
TTOO  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE  EEVVEENNTTSS

Alfalfa County
FAIRGROUND EVENTS

All Events Are Listed
on our Facebook page

DECEMBER EVENTS
Dec 3rd - OSU Ext - Extension C.A.F.E.
Dec 5th - Blood Drive
Dec 3rd - Turn & Burn Barrel Race
Dec 10th - Turn & Burn Barrel Race
Dec 14th - Santa Store
Dec 14th - Goat Show
Dec 17th - Turn & Burn Barrel Race

Cherokee 
Floral & Gifts

580-596-2000
1311 S. Grand Ave. in Cherokee

We deliver to Cherokee, Alva, 
Burlington, Jet, Carmen, Kiowa,  

Helena & surrounding areas

Lynetta Cressler

Poinsettias
have arrived!

OOrrddeerr  CChhrriissttmmaass  aarrrraannggeemmeennttss
ffoorr  ffrriieennddss,,  ffaammiillyy,,  oorr  yyoouurr  ttaabbllee!! CCAALLLL  FFOORR  FFRREEEE  EESSTTIIMMAATTEE

YYoouu  BBuuiilltt  IItt  --  WWee  SSpprraayy  IItt
Competitive Pricing

LLOOCCAATTEEDD  IINN  AALLVVAA,,  OOKK
558800--332277--77996688

•Metal Buildings  • Pole Barns
•Residential & Commercial

LLIICCEENNSSEEDD  &&  IINNSSUURREEDD

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office Logs

 See Sheriff Page 44

Tuesday, November 26, 
2024

During this day: four traf-
fic stops.

7: 39 a.m. – Medic need-
ed at James Crabtree Correc-
tional Center for a male in re-
spiratory distress. The medic 
took the patient to Bass Hos-
pital in Enid.

8:32 a.m. – Report of a 
fraud. 

5:40 p.m. – Report of 
seven head of cattle miss-
ing from two different fields, 
and this wasn’t the first time 
it has happened. Caller stated 
he found fresh four-wheeler 
tracks. Caller wants to make 
a report. Deputy was advised.

5:57 p.m. – Medic needed 
in the 100 block of Murray for 
a 78-year-old female whose 
legs were swollen and having 
trouble walking. Medic took 
the patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.
Wednesday, November 27, 

2024
During this day: two traf-

fic stops.
10:07 a.m. – Medic need-

ed at James Crabtree Correc-

tional Center for a male who 
lost consciousness. Medic 
took the patient to Bass Hos-
pital in Enid.

1:12 p.m. – Caller advised 
domestic issues were going on 
and they would like a welfare 
check done. Advised Woods 
County and deputy.

4:11 p.m. – Medic needed 
at James Crabtree Correction-
al Center for a male who over-
dosed. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Thursday, November 28, 
2024

None
Friday, November 29, 2024

6:21 p.m. – Report of a 
suspicious vehicle with two 
juveniles driving around Car-
men in a ‘90s model Nissan 
pickup. Deputy was unable to 
locate.

Saturday, November 30, 
2024

During this day: three traf-
fic stops.

11:20 a.m. – Caller re-
quested an officer in the 200 
block of Ohio for her sister 
and brother-in-law, who were 
having issues. Caller advised 

Farm Supplies
Bermuda Hay

Premium Bermuda Hay: 5x6 
Bales - weigh roughly 1400 
lbs. Sprayed and fertilized. 
$90 a bale for 10-100 and 
$80 a bale for 100+. $100 a 
bale for onesies. 580-748-
2222

Straw for Sale
 Small bales, 2-wire, delivered 

or come get it. Mick of Kiowa 
580-829-3090

For Sale
400 Sorghum Sedan Bales. No 
nitrates. No rain. Last years hay, 
protein 8.5. $50/bale. Will load. 
580-829-1128

Miscellaneous
For Sale

Full Size metal bunks. $50/each. 
580-829-4527 leave message
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580-327-3332
1-800-458-5349
513 BARNES
ALVA, OKLA.

HHOOLLDDEERR  DDRRUUGG
•WILLOW GAHR & TANNER SMITH
•CAITLIN HOFEN & CONDRY CARNOTT

IInn  BBuussiinneessss  FFoorr  YYoouurr  HHeeaalltthh  SSiinnccee  11995522

BRIDAL
REGISTRIES

                  BB
aabbyy

            RReeggiissttrriieess                  BB
aabbyy

            RReeggiissttrriieess         B
aby

      Registries
WE HAVE

FREE
GIFT WRAP
& DELIVERY
TO THE
SHOWER!

•NATALIE BERRYHILL & JACOB FAULKNER
•MITCH & LISA PENNER
•ALLISON & JACK HAIL
•BAYLEI & JERRAD HADA
•KYNADI GASKILL HERRMAN

Allison & Jack Hiel
Wren & Chase Wallace

Baby Registry

Katherine Ryerson & Hayden Burns
Madeline Long & Austin Rankin
Caitlin Hofen & Condry Carnott

Cathy Mapes & JP King

Bridal
   Registry

NO BETTER DEAL IN THE COUNTRY
THAN AT

CCOOUUNNTTRRYY

CCrroofftt

401 E. OKLA BLVD
ALVA, OK 73717

MON-FRI 8AM-6PM
SAT 9AM-12PM

1-800-475-8033

Residential/Commercial
New Construction

Additions - Remodels
Sidewalks - Excavating

Seamless Gutters
Bucket Truck Service

932 Flynn Street., Alva, Oklahoma 73717

A-Z 
CONSTRUCTION

AND REMODEL LLC

MMaarrkk  RReeeedd  --  558800..773322..11002288

A-Z Barber County real 
estate transactions

From Page 43 Sheriff
she is en route to town. Offi-
cer en route. Officer advised 
the male subject was not home 
and the female was packed and 
just waiting on help from her 
sister, who was en route. Offi-
cer stayed with female until her 
sister arrived. All was okay.

1:01 p.m. – Medic needed in 
the 600 block of 9th Street for 
93-year-old male possibly hav-
ing a heart attack. No transport 
needed.

9:49 p.m. – Caller advised 
he was assaulted by another 

man and his back was hurting. 
Advised he didn’t want an am-
bulance, just a deputy to make 
a report.

Sunday, December 1, 2024
10:17 a.m. – Medic needed 

in the 900 block of Massachu-
setts for an 89-year-old male 
who had fallen. Medic took 
the patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid. 

6:21 p.m. – Report of a reck-
less drivers on OK-11. Deputy 
made contact. The driver was 
on the phone.

 See Barber Page 45

Real Estate Transfers
Book 150, page 406: James 

Patrick Carpenter conveys unto 
James Patrick Carpenter Trust. 
A tract of land in the northeast 
quarter of Section 12, Township 
30 south, Range 12 west of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kan-
sas, etc. Quit claim deed.

Book 150, page 408: Do-
reen Sue Carroll and Ricky 
Dean Carroll convey unto RPE 
LLC. Lots 13, 14 and 15 in 
Block 20 in the City of Sharon, 
Barber County, Kansas. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 150, page 409: Killeen 
Investments LLC conveys unto 
Brandon Lukens. Commencing 
645 feet south of the northwest 
corner of the northeast quar-
ter of the southwest quarter of 
Section 12, Township 32 south, 
Range 12 west of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. War-
ranty deed.

Book 150, page 425: Jen-
nifer R. Burton conveys unto 
Trenton Smart and Heidi Mc-
Curley. The west 140 feet of the 
north half of Lot 6 on the east 
side of Spring Street in Fried-
ley’s Revised Addition to the 
City of Medicine Lodge. Joint 
tenancy quit claim.

Book 150, page 426: James 
R. Crombie and Lori Crombie 
convey unto Ethan D. Harger 
and Aaliyah J. Hargett. The east 
70 feet of the south 21/2 feet of 
Lot 21, and all of Lot 22, and 
all of Lot 23 except the railroad 
right of way in Block 6 in Cook, 
Standiford & Co’s Revised ad-
dition to the City of Medicine 
Lodge, Barber County, Kansas. 
Joint tenancy warranty deed.

Book 150, page 433: Rich-
ard L. Swayden and Betty Jo 
Swayden; Janette K. Freeman 
and Edward L. Freeman, con-
vey unto Andrew Lamar Burns 
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770066  LLooggaann  SSttrreeeett
AAllvvaa,,  OOKK  7733771177

BBuuss::  558800--332277--22111144
CCeellll::  558800--443300--55111111
CCeellll::  558800--443300--55330000

Scott Nelson & Barbara Nelson

FFrreesshh  aarrrraannggeemmeennttss,,  ccaannddlleess,,
bbaalllloooonnss,,  aanndd  hhoouusseeppllaannttss

ffoorr  aallll  ooccccaassiioonnss..

Poinsettias
and

Christmas cactuses
are here!

ROOFING, LLC

HHEERREE  FFOORR
YYOOUURR......

Metal or Shingle Roofing

Siding

Small Carpentry Repairs

Licensed in Oklahoma

BBTT

CChhaarrlleess
558800--332277--77001199

BBeerrnniiccee
558800--773322--00997788

112299  CCHHUURRCCHH  SSTT..  ||  AALLVVAA,,  OOKK  7733771177

CCoonnttaaccttContact

HERE FOR
YOUR...

Small Remodels

 See Alfalfa Page 46

From Page 44 Barber
and Tammy Hancock Burns. 
The southwest quarter of Sec-
tion 36, Township 30 south, 
Range 12 west of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 150, page 435: Park-
er M. Patterson conveys unto 
Kendra England. Lot 10 and the 
west 30 feet of Lot 11 in Block 
137 in the Town Company’s 
Addition to the City of Kiowa. 
Warranty deed.

Book 150, page 437: Aar-
on Woodward conveys unto 
Wildcats Creative Ventures 
LLC. Lots 25 and 26 in Block 
2 in Deal’s Replat of a part of 
Highland Addition to the City 
of Medicine Lodge. Warranty 
deed.

Mortgages
Book 255, page 5: Randall 

C. Kersten and Katherine A. 
Kersten to Farm Service Agen-
cy. The south half of the south-
west quarter of Section 26, and 
the south half of the south half 
of Section 27, Township 34 
south, Range 12 west of the 6th 
PM, Barber County, Kansas. 

Note: $400,000.00.
Book 255, page 11: Ran-

dall C. Kersten and Katherine 
A. Kersten to Haviland State 
Bank. All that part of the east 
half of Section 34, Township 34 
south, Range 11 west of the 6th 
PM, Barber County, Kansas, 
etc. Note: $1,125,000.00.

Book 255, page 19: John 
T. Hern and Julie A. Hern to 
Emprise Bank. Lots 1–4 in 
Block 14 in Henton’s Addition 
to the City of Sharon. Note: 
$165,000.00.

Book 255, page 29: Dereck 
Peery and Tawnya D. Peery 
Family Trust to Farm Cred-
it of Western Oklahoma. The 
southeast quarter of Section 
30, Township 30 south, Range 
15 west of the 6th PM, Bar-
ber County, Kansas. Note: 
$600,000.00.

Book 225, page 38: Debra 
Wynn and Matthew Bradley to 
Rocket Mortgage. Lots 7–10, 
Block 139 in Town Company’s 
Addition to the City of Kiowa, 
Barber County, Kansas, etc. 
Note: $54,914.00.

Alfalfa County 
court filings

According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the fol-
lowing individuals have been 
charged. An individual is inno-
cent of any charges listed below 
until proven guilty in a court of 
law. All information is a matter 
of public record and may be ob-
tained by anyone during regu-
lar hours at the Alfalfa County 
Courthouse. The Newsgram 

will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper.

Civil Filings
Amerihome Mortgage Com-

pany LLC vs. Cassandra Roth, 
Carmen; Jacob Roth, Carmen 
and Occupants of the premises: 
foreclosure ($272.14).
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From Page 45 AlfalfaCommunity 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution is every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting is at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 

Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

6-8 p.m. First Friday Art Walk will 
be held in downtown Alva.

Protective Order Filings
Crystal Marie Nickel vs. Barry John 

Nickel, Cherokee: protective order 
($173).

Traffic Citations
Morgan E. Shepard, Fairview, has 

been cited for failure to comply with 
compulsory insurance law ($269).

Darrell G. Wright III, Pond Creek, 
has been cited for left of center ap-
proaching crest of grade or curve with 
view obstructed ($249).

Carson M. Forbis, Tulsa, has been 
cited for speeding 16-20 mph over the 
speed limit ($279).

Gavin A. Leigh, Ponca City, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Morgan E. Shepard, Fairview, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Joshua Coady has been cited for 
speeding 11-14 mph over the speed limit 
($264).

The following individuals were cited 
with not wearing a seatbelt ($20): Car-
son M. Forbis, Tulsa; Garrett S. Ketter-
man, Cherokee; Cash T. Cantellay, Bur-
lington.

Wildlife Filings
Matthew D. Rickard, Fort Ne-

cessity, Louisiana, has been cited 
for failure to leave head or wing 
attached to ducks during transport 
($264).

Ethan Cole Reid, Baskin, Lou-
isiana, has been cited for failure 
to leave head or wing attached to 
ducks during transport ($264).

Garbriel J. Gibson, Baskin, Lou-
isiana, has been cited for failure 
to leave head or wing attached to 
ducks during transport ($264).

580-327-3600

Stephanie Eaton Ins Agency Inc.

Here to help life
go right

With competitive rates and personal service,
®it’s no wonder more people trust State Farm .

®As your local agent, I’m here to help life go right .

LET’S TALK TODAY.

605 Main • Kiowa, KS. 67070 • 620-825-4985 • 620-887-1272

CCllaarrkk’’ss  FFaabbrriicc  SShhoopp

Mon-Wed 10 am-5 pm• Thurs 10:30-5 pm • Fri 10 am-5 pm • 1st & 3rd Sat 9:30-Noon • 2nd & 4th Sat by Appt Only

Sat., Dec. 7th 9:30-12 & Sun., Dec. 8th 1-4

AAnnyy  4455””  WWiiddee  BBoolltt
33  yydd..  oorr  lleessss  --  $$33..0000//yydd
MMuusstt  bbuuyy  eennttiirree  bboolltt  --  4455””  wwiiddee

SSttoorree  wwiiddee
EEnndd  ooff

BBoolltt  SSaallee
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Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw, Alva, OK 73717

580-327-2200 • Mon.-Fri. 8:30 - 5:00
manager@alvareviewcourier.net
All major credit cards accepted

A subscription to the Alva Review-Courier
fits all sizes and ages.

1 year - $66 in Woods County
Other Oklahoma Counties $84,
Other States $102
Digital subscriptions $66/year
Three & six month rates available 

Long-lasting gift

The City of Waynoka, Oklahoma (708 pop.)
is accepting resumés for the position of

POLICE CHIEF 
Compensation is competitive and 
will be based on experience and 
qualifications. This is a high-profile 
position in the organization and 
community. The person selected for 
this position will exemplify the 
highest moral and ethical values. A 
CLEET certification is required.

To apply please send a cover letter, detailed resumé 
and work-related references to Susan Bradford, 
Mayor, 1759 Cecil Street, Waynoka, Oklahoma 73860, 
or to her email at . The sbradford@waynokaok.org
position will be open until filled.

The City of Waynoka, Oklahoma, is an
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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301 N INDEPENDENCE ENID • SALES: 800-749-9636 SERVICE: 580-237-5616
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8-6 AND SATURDAY 9-5      

Stuart Nissan
SSttuuaarrttNNiissssaannooffEEnniidd..ccoommStuartNissanofEnid.com

22002244DDEEAALLSS
WWHHEENN  TT HHEEYY’’RREE  GGOONNEE,,  TT HHEEYY’’RREE  GGOONNEE!!!!

ALTIMA TITAN SENTRA

FRONTIER NISSAN Z KICKS

$29,940 $57,308 $26,450

$41,440 $54,500 $25,430

##33228888 ##33224499 ##33339966

##1100001144 ##33449955 ##33445533

MMSSRRPP  $$3322,,994400 MMSSRRPP  $$6633,,558800 MMSSRRPP  $$2288,,445500

MMSSRRPP  $$5566,,221155 MMSSRRPP  $$2277,,443300MMSSRRPP  $$4433,,119900


